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With rue my heart is laden
For golden friends I had,
For many a roselipt maiden

And many a lightfoot lad.

By brooks too broad for leaping
The lightfoot boys are laid;
The roselipt girls are sleeping

In fields Where roses fade.
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The sun burns on the half-mown hill
By now the blood has dried;
And Maurice among the hay lies still

And my knife is in his side.
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They hand us now in Shrewsbury jail

And whistles blow forlom,

And trains all night groan on the rail

To men who die at mom.
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The diamond drops adorning
The low mound on the lea,
These arc the tears of morning,
That weeps, but not for thee
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We are nothing

We have fallen

Into the dark and shall be destroyed.

Think though, that in this darkness

We hold the secret hub of an idea

Whose living sunlit wheel revolves in future years outside.
(Spender, TRIAL OF A JUDGE).
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To-morrow for the young, the poets exploding like bombs,
The walks by the lake, the weeks of perfect communion;
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To-morrow the bicycle races
Through the suburbs on summer evenings.But to-day the

struggle.

To-day the deliberate increase in the chances of death,

The conscious acceptance of guilt in the necessary murder;
To-day the expending of powers

On the flat ephemeral pamphlet and the boring meeting.
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A happy vicar I might have been

Two hundred years ago

To preach upon eternal doom
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And watch my walnuts grow;

But born, alas, in an evil time,
I missed that pleasant haven,
For the hair has grown on my upper lip

And the clergy are all clean-shaven.

And later still the times were good,
We were so easy to please,
We rocked our troubled thoughts to sleep

On the bosoms of the trees.

All ignorant we dared to own
The joys we now dissemble;
The greenfinch on the apple bough

Could make my enemies tremble.

But girl's bellies and apricots,
Roach in a shaded stream,
Horses, ducks in flight at dawn,

All these are a dream.
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It is forbidden to dream again;
We maim our joys or hide them:
Horses are made of chromium steel

And little fat men shall ride them.

I am the worm who never turned,
The eunuch without a harem;
Between the priest and the commissar

I walk like Eugene Aram,;

And the commissar is telling my fortune
While the radio plays,
But the priest has promised an Austin Seven,

For Duggie always pays.

I dreamt I dwelt in marble halls,
And woke to find it true;
I wasn't born for an age like this;

Was Smith? Was Jones? Were you?
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