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Further Correspondence Respecting the Affairs of Egypt and
the Soudan

Part Dale

LX1V ' Jan.-March, 1906
LXV . April-JTune, 1906.
LXVI July-Sept. 1906
LXVIII Jan-June, 1907
LXX , 1908.

Public Record Office (London)
Foreiga Office 407 [174 1909
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Parliamentary Debates — House of Commons — Fourth Series
1906 Vols 153-157.

Reprot by his Agent and Consul General on tﬁc Finances, .
Administration and Condition of Egypt and the Soudan, 1906
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Cromer, The Earl of :

Modern Egypt (2 Vols) London 1906
Blunt, Wilfrid Scawen :
My Diaries
Being A Personal MNarrative of Events 1888-1914
Part two (1900 - 1914) London

Grey of Falladon :

Twenty Five Years 1892-1916
Volume 1 London, 1925
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THIS 1s the AGRERMENT signed and sxchagsed at RAPAR
on (13 Shaban 1324, 18th Ailul 1323%,) Jst October, 1906,
between the Commissileners of the TURKISH SULTAWATRE and the
Cannissienars of the ROYPTIAN XHEDIVIATR, ooncerniné the
Tix.ns of a SFPARATING ADMINISTRATIVE LLIFE betwesn the
Villayst of HREJTAZ and Gouvernorate of JERUSAL®M ~ and the
SINAT 2RUI 1SULA,

A o iy 0 0 O T 0 o e et ey

El Miralal Staff Offlcer Ahmed Muzaffer Bey and Bl
Binbashi Staff Officar Mohmamed Fahmi Rey as Cormissionars
of the TURKISH sU!.TAfIATE, end Emir El Lewa Jbrahim Fathi
Pasha and Tl Miralai R.C.R, Owan Bey as Commissioners of
the EGYPTIAN KHEDIVIATE, heving beon entrustad with the
delimitation of the ADMINISTRATIVE SEPARATING LIVE betwean
the Villayet of HRETAZ and Gouvernorats of JERUSALEM - and
thHe SINA] PENINSULA, have, in the neme of the TURK]SH
SULTAVATE and the EGYPTIAN KHEDIVIATE, agreod as follews :

Artiole 1. The ADXINISIRATIVE SKEPARATING LINE, a8 shewn on

"T"mep httached to this AGREEMENT, begins at the point of HAS
TABA on the Wastern Baore of the GULF of AKABA and follows
along the Rastarn ridge overlooking WADI TABA to the top
of JRBEL FFORT, Trom thence the SEPARATING LINE extends by
straizht lines as follows :=

from JHBEL FORT to a i:oint not axosading two hundred

metres to the East of the top, of JREBL FATHI PASHA, thencs
to that point whioh 18 formed by the intarsection of a
proloagation of thim line with a perpendicular 1line drawn
frau a point two hundréd metres measured 'from the top of
JREERL PATH] PASHA along the line drawn from the centre of
tho top of that Hill to MOPRAK POINT (the MOFRAK ia the
Junction of the GAZA - AKABA and NEKHL - AXABA Roads).
Pron thia point of interseoticn to the Hill East of and
overlovking THAMIZAT "L RADADI - place where thore is
water - 80 that the THAMILA (or waier) remains West of the -

A



Converted by Tiff Combine -

1]

2

LIKE, thencs to 1of oz *RAS RADAD] marked on the above’
mentioned Map as A, 3., thonce to top of JEBEL SAFRA marced
as A, 4., thence to tdp of Fastern Peak of U GUF marked
af A. B, thenur.; to that point mariked as A. 7. Yorih \I)r
TEACIZRT SUBILVYA, tanence to that point marked as A, 8, on
magt Norih Teet of JERAL SFIAUI, thence to top of Hill
—gst ¥orth West of BIR MASHARA (which 18 the Well in the
Nortnern branch of tna WAD] YA YRIN, leaving that Vell
East of the SEPARATING LII®), from thence to A. 9., from
thenoe to A, 9. vis Teat of .TEBEL YESRAH, froa.thenoa to
RAS TL ALY merked as A, 10 bis, from thance t_o a point on
JEGRL U BATATIT marked as A, 171,, Trom tnence to half
distance betwean two Pillars {witlch Pillars are warked as
" A, 13.) undar a Tras tarse hundrzd and ninsty matrss South
Test of IR JAF!MH, 4t lien runs in a atraight line at e
tearir;; of 2800 uy -lc lrguetic Forth (vis: 80° to the
Wactd) to a polrt on & sand Hill measured four hundreé and
twenty =alres In & straiziit Line from the ahove mer;tiunod
Pillars, thencs in a straight Line at a hearing of 3350 of
the Tagnetic Torth {viz: 26° to ihe {'est) to thulmi‘DJTJ-.‘P.-
RALEAYN SE¢ passoirg over Hill of Fulne on the SEA SHOHR,

Artlele 2. The SEPARATING LINE wmentioned in Article J. haws
hesn indicated 1y a hlack broken Line on duplicmrte meps
(ennexed to ihip AORFILFNY) ) which shell he signed and
axchnnc'ed sicultaneovsly vith {he AGPINMERT,

Erticla 3. Foundary Pillars vwill te erected, in ihe
rresence of the Joint Commissien, at intarvisilble yolints
rleng the SEPARATI'™ LI'E, from tne point on ihe MED] TRRe

RATZAY GHORE to the point on +he SHORE of the GULF of
AXARA . '

rriicle 4, Thesa Haurdary Pillars will be under the

protzction of e TURKISH SULTAWATE and FEYPTIAN KHEDIVIATE,
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Article B, Should 1t Le nacessary in Zutire to ranew thes:

Pillars, or to incrcasd v.:3., odch party shall soend &
Ranresontative ror this purtose, The positions of :hesd
row Pillars shall e detaruined by t:e course of the

SEPARATIVNG LINFE as laid down in the fap.

Article 6,

[ .

All Tribss living on YLota esides shall have the
right of benefiting by the-watser as herutofore, viz: tasy
shall retain thedr Ancisnt and Foramar rights in thie respaet,
iecossa)y ruarantana will ba given nc; Arab Trives
respacting abova,.
Alpo TUHKI3SH Soldiers, NATIVE Individuals and
GEUDARTES shall bonelit by thie watzr which remainou Teat
of the SFPARATIZIG L)HR,

Artiole 7.

T

not bhe peruitted to cross to the West of the SEPARATING LINE,

Armed TURK]ISE Soldiesra and araed GENDARMES will

Article 8.

o et g e e

retain the same Estalblished and Ancinnt righis.of ownershiin
of Waters, Fields and Lands

Natives and.Akahs of both sides shall continua to

on botin slies as forunerly.

Comaigssionars of the Coamiseianars of the
Turzish Sultanate, Fgyptian Khedlviate,
(Bd) !iralail Btaff Officar

{sd) Eair Lewa Itrel:im Fatli,
Huzelfar,

(ed) Bizbnshi Staff Officer Fakui, {a8d) I"iralni R.C.Fy Ouen,

\ kL
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MAP oF THE SINAI PENINSULA

to illustrate the Turco-Egyptian frontier dispute.
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The grovnds for abstenlion from ropressive mensuces ave, in my opinion, dilferent
from any of these, In the frst ploee, T think the present Govornment in Beypi

unght to be, and s, quite strong enough to stand on its own werits, and o neglowt
the mvings of the l.':m-]slnmlc press.  In the second plaee, ng a strong wivoeato of
the general principle that the press should be free, [ think that any Govermment is
infringing that prineiple if it beging to pick and ehoose betwoen those newsphpers of
which it approves and those of which it disapproves, Uuder a systeru of government
such as that which exists in Egypt, nnd which is neerssarily more or less hureanoratic,
it is most desirable that the press shonld be free. This freodom, in respest to the
whole Burnpean press—the writing in which appears to me to havo greitly improved,
not merely in tone, hnt also in ability, during the last few years—and to o considerable
seetion of the vernnculur press, is, I consider, nn almost wnmixed benofit to the
country, T should be sorry to have even the appearnnce of threatening it. 1 am of
opinicn, therefore, that the Pan-[slamic press shoeuld be left alane, for the present at
all events, nud thot relinnce shonld be placed on time, and on tho tene facts of the
ense Likingt hoown, to convinee the Wevrptian public of the folly of those who preach
Pan-{slamism.  The efforty of uny troe reformer in this country should he in the
diveetion of ereating a fusion, mther than o sepuvation, of Buropean aud nnbive
Eryplion interests, U may add that the attempt to sepurate them hns, ot all events,
had one goud elleet, awd that is, to convinee the numerons nationalities of Koropeans
residing in Egypt that they have a common intewest in opposing the Pan-fsfumie
Propazamla.

Whilst holiling this opinion at present. however, L am not prepared ta sny that if,
in eousequenee of the misvepresentations of the Lan-Tslamie press, any seetion of the
publie passed from words to deeds, and pubfio trunguilfity heenme seriously mennced,
it would not be the duty of the Qovernmoent to hrssh aside these nbjeetions, and to
rusort to weasuves of repression, L tenst that the oeeasion will not vesur,

f should add that, however strongly the conduet of thuse edueated or semi-
educented men who, by their writings, have oxcited Moslom opinion be sondemned, |
do not ider that this cond fun enn, with uny degree of justion, e extended o
those who wora their dupes. ~ On the eontrury, T think that no impnctinl person can
fail tn recoguize that the Moslems of Egypt have eeeently hoen placed in o position
of mueh diffienlty, Their veligious sympathics drew them in one direction,  1'heir
materinl intevests drow {hem in another wnd absolutely opposite diteotion, A part
from the Faof that the former s, fur a whilo at all events, probably the moee powerful
of these two sentiments, it is to o obsorved Uk i6 ean bo no matter for soeprise that
o great many of the leost eduented alasses failed Lo veeognize Lo wholly eontrndictory
nature ol the two aspimtions, Many wished the Rullan to trivmph, heeanso ho was o
Moslem, and a6 the same tine fuiled to realize that sueh a brinmph would have
wounded the death-kuoll of Byyptian reform, and would have connoled & voturn to
the abuses of the past, T4 is the extrome incnnsisteney of tha Oriental mind which
renders Eustern nifnivs so diffienlt of comprehonsion, and, T should add, so inferesting
to Eurvpeans,

However, this may be, the conclusion {u bo dmwn from resont ovents is
abundontly clear, A permanent inerenso will have (o take plaeo in tho nunhers of
tho British uarrison, The expenditure, over and aove that which would b ineuered
n the United Kingdom, will be paid by the Heyplinn Trensuvy. Tt is manitistly just
that it should not fall om the British taxpuyers, The extrn exponditare s to he
rogeetted, ns there ava many other directions in which mora money might with
advantage be spent, in Fgypt. But Wis is o vory minor considerntion in enmpnrison
with the nbsulute necessity for taking stops to estnblish eonlldenes in e witdy of
the public that vrder nnd tranquillity can easily be nwintained,
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progress Tias lu.-vp negleeted, mare especinlly in the mutter of education ; but here also
the fuets speak for themselves, and they are sy slrong as {o be incapable of distortion
by nuisrepresentution, however gross. ~The attempt to create a National party by
denmnding s extension of pm-linnwntmy institutions has been made, but has met with
1o henrty vesputise. The time has not yot arrived when an iden o eminently exotic
bt tnhe firns oot pmongest the Lgyptians. Mareover, nlthough they may he unwilling
tu eapress theh opinions o‘ponly, the whole of the thinking and intellient portion of
tire uutive population are fully aware that, under existing institutions, full opportunity
i given for an expression of ‘their upinfons, and that any radieal change of system
would be premnture, if not absolutely daugeravs.  In default of these ordinary, and
relutively unabjectionnlile, methods of attnek, the Egyptian opposition is almost neces-
sarily obliged to vesort fu the use of an instrument which, more capeeinlly in dealing
with 8 Moslem yopulation, most of whom nro in very backward state of educution, fs
cerwinly morv eitective thun any other—thay appeal to religions fanaticism.

In this despatel, most of which, T may observe, has heen drafted hy Afr. Findlay,
of whose ansistuner during the recent erisis 1 cannont spmk too lnig{\ly, incidentak
allusion Las been mado to the writings of the Pan-Tslamio press. 1 am aware that
even tue wost violent, of these newspapers ocensionnlly make vse of a fow conventiona}
phrases exhorting Mostems to remnin caln; but half-hearted advico of this sort,.
which & mercly given for the sake of appearances, does not expliin away the facl
that the general tendency of the writing, whieh Lias for some long time past appeared
ir. these popers, hos Leen of o naturo to inflame Moslem sentiment against Christiane
and Luropeans.  Further, there ean be no doult that this writing has not heen
discournged, even if it has not heen actually encouraged, by many persons accupying
very high positions both inside and outside Egypt. That these utterances have
produced o certain amount, of effect, more especially on the more ignorant classes in
the largn towns, enunol be donbted,

Jiany will ack why should not these nowspapers be suppressed, more. especially
as tho existing law, slthough it has for a'long time been mllowed to remain in
shoyanee, furnishes the Government with complete powers to suppress them ? If I
alluda (o this subjeet, it is moiuly berause the view generally taken os regards the
liberty of the press in Kgypt by those most interested—namely, the Egyptians.
tiemselves—is so wholly different from that whioh most Europeans, and uot.abfy most
of my own countrymen, would think that they should iake, thut o few words of
sxplanation will peehaps not be out of place. The ordina English ides, I conceive,
is thut the Tgyptioms value the full liberty now n.llowg to tho press, and would
resent any mensurs tending to impose restrictions on that liberty, My strong belie?
is that the Lgyptinn view, though it would probably not find expression in any of the
vornacular papers, is quite different,  In my Report for the year 1804 (“ Egypt No, 1,
of 1006,” p. 68) 1 alluded io the fact that in 1902, and again in 1904, the ﬁgypﬁnn
Uoneral Assembly wrged tho Government to take strong aotion ngainst the press.
L have talked to acores of Fgyptians on this subjeot, and I have heard of their views
thvough many othur sources. I do not think I have ever heard a singlo oxpression of
opinion in favour of the liberty, degenerating into licence, whioh the vernaenlar
prews now enjoys. Ou the other land, I have leen urged over and' over again to
adopt yepressive mensures. Tho truth is that British polioy in this matter s not
understand,  An educnted native said o short time ago to a high British official in the
bowdan, “ T onnuot understand your press poliny.”  The answer was, * You will not
do g0 until he Gordon College has Leeh in exislence for 800 years." Probably the
4imo limit wan rather unduly long ; otherwiso thore js much truth in the remark,

I do not maka these remarks with u view to advooating ropressive measures, to
which 1 nm, for the time being, opposed; but rather in order that the facts of the
situntion shoull Te understoad. | do not think that tho failure to adopt thoss
mensures, in vespeet to the particular seetion of the Egyptian press to which I ant
now alluding, enn be defendod on the general ground that the Pan-Telamic papers do
any sort of gowd to any cluss whatsasvor of Egyptian society ; they do no good, while
tha hnrm they do is obyious, I doubt whether in any nowspapers in the world it
wauld be possible Uy vival the mendaoity of the statements of fact whick appear in
s pupers 3 whilst, ay regards opinion, they lead the Xgyptian publio in s divestion
whicl is the very reverse of that dictated by Bygyptinn interests, properly understood.
Neithey can full liberty, in these partioular cases, be defended on the ground that, i€
certuin opinions exist, they had botter flnd expression rather than suppressod.
The Fan-Islatmio press i not the raouthpiese of opinions which exist. It creates; by
overy yP-ucl(-ns of misreprosentation, opinions which would otherwise he non-ex_ils:tunt.

021 F

7



Converted by Tiff Combine -

30

tracer la ligno do démaveation i partiv de Rafeh, pris YEL Arioh, et nllant vers Jo sad-
st en wne ligne approximativement divecte jusqu'd an poiut sur te Golfe d'Akaba it
une distance d'an moins 3 milles 4'Akabn,

“ Les vues exprimées dans la communientic . peéeitée do votre Bxeellence se
trouvent ainsi pleinement réalisées.

*En priant votre Excellence de vouloir Lien eonmuniguer ec qui préesde b
Tondres, nous cspérons que le Gouvernemeat do *n Majestd le Roi ¥ verry une
unouvelle preuve de notve vif désir do muintentr touji uts nos relations sur le pied de In
plus parfsite cordiolité. En nous exprimant & son cdlé s pleins sntisfastion,
1l nows aura témoigné lui-méme du prix qu'il attache i ln couser¢ation et an
iaﬁermissement dea bons rapports qui existont si hewreusement entre les doux
itats,

“ Veuillez, &e.
(Slgnd) “Tewek.”

[For Translation ree Inclosure in No, 5, p. 114,

M. le Ministre, " Constantinople, Muy 15, 1908,

1 lost no time in referring to my Government the note which your Exesllency
was g0 good ns to address to me on the l4th instant, in reply to my nots of the
lfﬂl. on the subject of the occupation of Tabn, and delimitation of tho Peninsula of
Sinai,

“His Majesty's Government have received with pleasure your Excellenoy's
declaration that tho Sublime Porte does not question the contents of the telegram
addressed by the decensed Graud Vizier, Jovad Pasha, to 1lis IMighness the Khediveon
the 8th April, 1602, that the wilhdrawal of the mperial troops Irom Tabn has heon
decided upon, and that justructions bave been sent to the Ottomnn Stafl Offierrs now
at Akaba to delimit und record un a mnp, jointly with the oflicinls to be appointed by
Ris Highness the Khedive, the line of demarcation running npproximalely straight
from Rufeh in a south-ensterly divection to a point on the Gulf of Akahu, not Iess
than 3 miles from Akabn, so as tu insure the maintenance of the status ¢uo in the
Sinni Peniusuln on the hasis of the telegram above mentioned of the Sth April,
“On behalf of ilis Majesly's Government I have the honour 1o take net of
the foregoing declarations, as also of tho declarntion of his MHighness the Grand
Vieier, thoat orders have been sent for the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops into
Turkish territory tu the east of Rafeh, shonld any have crossed tu the Egyptian
side, and the restoration of tho pillars said to have heon lately dostroyed there,
and to express their satiefnetion at the sottlemont of this question, which canued
fail to contribute tn tho maintennnes and consolidation of those friendly rolations
which are so desirablo in the interesls of hoth countries, and which are no lnss
nl)precintcd by the Government of my angust Soveveign than hy that. of 1fis Imperinl
Majesty tho Sultan.

" | nvail, &o.
{Nigned) “NAR, O'Covor.”

In n sopomte despateh of to-dny’s date I dwell on tho feelings which recent
ovents had evoked amongst the Moslem population of this conntry. 1 miny perhaps
with advantage add a few remarks on th]s snbjoct,

1t is perfeotly natural that an Opposition should exist in Baypt.  Moreover, in
view of the full liberty granted to the press, of the stimulus whicl Tor the lnst twemy
years and more has been given to education, und of the fuck that the new gencration
ure only very pariially acfuainted with the abuses of the pust, it enn be no matler for
surprise that the leadevs of the Opposition should for the most part ho ambilious young
men with & ~yery superfieinl nequaintunce with pablle nffaivs, and with very itiln
serious sense of responaibility. The point, howover, which is worthy of attention is
not &0 much the existence of an opposition, to which no reasonnhlo ohjection ean he
urged, but rather the grounds on whio the opposition mainly hasew its atiacks, 'The
enonnnus muderinl beuetits confurred an Egypt by the British ocoupntion ave so paten).
to nll the world that eritielsm in that direction, save perhaps vn somo very minor
points of detuil, is deberred. Endeavowrs have, indeed, hegn onndo {o shion (hat mornd
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uppend on the part of the _Eg‘i'ptiun Govermmeut for the suppurt aml assistanee of
His Magesty's tiovernment fu defendiug the: Canal, for the nentrality ol which Egypt
is rns{mnsl}.) e, t go into d]
need not go into the arrangements fur the action of the main hody of the

under Lord Ohavles Boresford, which, Juriug this time, was kept in'remhuns?eﬁ:
I’t_mlerum. It is guﬂlment to suy that, ju the event of the Sublime Porte having
fafled to comnply with the British demands, plans had been madw for the applicariun
of prossure which could not It have produced an offect on the  ©ftoman
Government, '

During the scoond week of May varions proposals had beon wade to Sir Nichol
QConor by the Turkish Goverament, ani h}ndlhevu rujected by This Exu.:llu:cy l::
unsatisfactory,

A ]llmt, effurt was ando by Turkey to einde the recognition of the vight of His
Majesty's Government 1o intervenn by wettling the question diveet with the Khedive,
This attemnpt alsn fuiled.

On the 18th May the Turkish Ambassndor in London communiceted to you &
uote, which had already been sent to Sir Nicholas O’Conar, and which had been
considered unsatictactory. You tuok the upportunity to impress upon his Excelleney
that it was absolutely neeessary that the Sablime Porte should mldress an official nofe
1o s Majesty’s Amlumssador, explicitly aueipting, ns u busis of 8 juint delimitation
of tho easlorn frontier of Egyp, the line from Rufoh to the head of the Gulf of
Akaba.  You uddel that it was important that such a note should he revvived hefure
the followiug morning (tho 14th May).

You also pointed ont that soveral instances had oceurred of an avsmpl un the
part of Turkay to ignore the right of His Majcsty’s Guvernment to intervene in this
question ; and you quotod, ns a case in peint, the refusal of the Turkish officer in
command ot Rafeh to communicate oflicially with the Captain of His Majesty’s ship
“Minerva.” A request had been made that His Mbjesty’s Guvernmunt should
offioially recognize the suzorainty of the Sultun over Egypt. You stated that Hia
Mujesty's Guvernment had nover failed to recognize the suzevaiaty of Ty Imperial
M'u.f‘esty. but that iF It were found that this snzereinty weve incompatible with the
right of His Majesty's (Government tu interfare in Egyptisn nffairs, nod with the
British occupatiou, the British position in Fgypt would be upheld by the whole force
of the Empire, In lusion, you fny d upon his Excellenoy thut Iis Majesty's
(overnment had no iutention of making the -azersinty of the Sullan overni‘.gy nA
incompatible with the British position in that country, and that 1t depended upon His
Imperial Majesty whether it became so.

When the Buhlime Porte had recelved commuuicaiion of the substance of the
above conversatlon, it was laid hefore the Bultan, and His Imperial Mujoity declded
that a nofe should bo immedintely addressed to Sir Nicholas O'Conor fully accepting
the domaads of His Majesty's Governmen.

Tho terms of this note were approved by Imperial Iradé, and were acvepted by
vou as sutisfactory. S8ir Nicholas O'Conor nccordingly nddressed » note to the

ublime Porte formally acknowledging and taking act of their acceptance of the
British demands, I have the honour to insert the text of these two Btato papers,
by which the protracted negotintions on the subjeot of the eastorn frontier of the
Binai Peninauls have heen happily brought to a closa :—

“ Nota Verbale.

“ M, I'"Ambassadeur, “ Lo 14 Mai, 1908,

“J'ai ou I'honneur de recovoir la mots que votre Excellencs a bisn voulu
m'éorite le 12 de ce mois concernant I'occupation de Taba.

“ Permettez-moi de vous faire observer qu'il n'est jamais entré dans la pensée du
Gouvernsment Impérial de méeonnattre le coutenu du télégramme du 8 Avril de feu
Djevad Pacha & g,on Altesso lo Khédive. Du reste, la communiontion quo j'ai eu
I'ionuenr d'adresser & votre Excollencs le 11 de ce mois était tout  fait explicite.
L'dvacuation de Taba & été déoidde, et les ordres ont été déjd donunds en

«

' uonndrn[mnce.

1 est entendn que les officiors &' Btat-Mnjor se trouvant & Akaba et les fonation-
naires qui soront envoyés par Son Altesso le Khédive se réuniront pour effectuer sur
les liaux, et d'aprds les données topugraphiques, une euquéte technique pour ln
désiguation sur une carte des points de nature & assurer lo maintien, sur In base du
téldgramme préelté de Djevad Pacha, du statu quo dans la Presquile de Sinay, et pour
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# Notwithslanding ihis )n‘uvisiou, the Imperial Government hus teeupied Tabu
with n military force, which it refuses to withdraw, thangh ropeatedly requested {o do
sn, nnd thougli Taba s indubitably situsted within the territory the administration of
which I8 vesiad in Tis Highness the Khedive.

“ Roth the subatancs and tons of the Grand Visier's communication to the
Khedive have made further negotintions ot Cairo impossible. The conlentions s to
{be fruntier pul forward in the Grand Visier's voply are quite inudmissible ; if admikted,
they would seviously prejudies the position us vegards the Snez Canal and Byypt.
Negotiotions have now been prolounged over several weoks, not: only without progress,
but with increasing clalms on the part of the Purts to the prejudice of thnt adminis-
trative frontier of Egypt.

~The Imprrial Government fs well aware that His Mujesty's Govermnent
connot remain indifferent in presence of any act tending {o circumscribe the
territories of Egypt, nor vlew without concern oy violatlon or infringement of the
rights of His Highness the Kbedive aa defined and esteblished in the Acts and
‘I'reaties now Iu foree.

1 have consequently the honour to Infarm your Excelleney that I have recelved
trow His Majesty's Principal Secvetary of State for Forelgn Affairs instructions to

quest that the Ott Gavernment will agres o the demarcation of the lne from
Rafeh to {ke head of the Gulf of Aksba on the hasis of the aforosaid telegram of tho
8th April, 1609, and 1hat pending such demareation Tnba shall be evacuated.

“ Purther delay mmust increase the ditficulties of the situation, and I am therefora
{0 add that if this request should wot hava heen complied with within & period of ten
days the position will become grave. .

“ I avail, &e.
{Signed) “N. R. O'Cowon."

On the 4th May, the British fleot, under Admiral Lord Charles Boresford, was
urdered tu proceed to the Pirmus,

Ever slnce the dispute with Turkey had become aoute His Majesty's Government
had beeu in communjeation with the French and Hussian Governmenis—whose
Representntives, it will be remembered, had oflicially “taken not" of the 1892
arrangoment-~und had kept them fully informed 45 lo the progress of the negotintions.
Satisfaclory assurances were received from both Governments, and the French and
Russinn Awmbassadors at Constantinople wore -instrusted to support the demands.of
His Majesty's Government. The German and Austrlan Ambassadors and the Ttalian
Qovernment wero alsa informed of the reason and nature of these domands.

In the meantime, constant reports wero received in Cniro that Turkish troops
wero being mnssed in the neighbourhood of Gaza and of Akaba. The naturo of the
deserts which lio to the east of tho Buez Cansl und the scarcity of water preelude
the poesibility of an advance on the BuezCanal by any large foroe, unless cousiderable
numbers of camels, or other means of {ransport, are cofleoted. Such preparations
cannot be made quiokly, and can scarcely escape notice. A serious attack on Egypt
by & large Turkish foroe seemed, therefore, out of the question. It appeared,
however, to be ¥onible, though not probable, thot & “rald” on the Canal or
Nekbl (a place of some strategical importance on one of the two practicablo lines of

d ) might be attempted in_the hoFe that the appearance of a Turkish forco on
the Canal would cause an outburst of fanatidsm in Egypt, which might scriously
hemper any defensive_operation on the part of tho army of acoupation. Buoh an
attempt would have been of the most desporatc nature, as a reverse on the Qanal
would have meant the absolute annibilation of the sttecking force. It scomed,
however, undesirable to take any risks. The navy, with charnctoristic promptitude,
undertook to defend the Oenal ngafust any possiblo attack, if called upon to do so,
thus leaving the axmy to not as circumstances might require. Communientions woro
also made to some of the Powers, with a viow to avoiding any delay in complying with
the formalities prescribed by the Suez Canal Convention, in case of an attnok on the
Canal; a powerful squadron of cruisers and forpedo-boats wan dispatohed to
Egyptian waters under the command of Rear-Admirsl 8ir Hedworth Lambton;
arrangements wers made to prevent the Tnsslhﬂit of Nekhl being taken by a coup do
main; and n large force of troops was held in rendiness o be dispatohad to Egyptat &
moment's uotice in case of necessity.

In the meantime I may obsorvo that tho provisions of the Buez Cunnl Convention
were onefulllly respdoted by the British squadron, and that no action on their part wos
contemplated except'in tho event of an notual attack on the Cnnal, and of an
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On tho 2ith April Moukbine Pasha requested an audience, and the Khedive
.:;ﬁ_m_\-ml him, as hefore, iu the presenco of his Prime Minister and Minister for Forvign
Alfairs.

*  Moulkhtar Pashin mude no further propusals, hut gave Hig Hi huess to understand
that the question could no longer he giscll-ase(l, ond 1 g-- ersia
Giovernment must hf obeyed, 5 o fhut the arders of the Imperial

On the same doy n report was received that LRafely, the poiut ou the Medi
ranean where the wastern frontier of Egypt beging, had heen lm.-aupic:d ;:'V:\'.l[‘f:‘i.tles!].-l
traops, who had romoved two morhle villars which for many years had marked the
'l.‘u_rklsh and Egypt:ml\ bqundm-ies. [t was furthev reported that the Turkish antho-
rilies had appropriated, in the name of the Sultan, certain lands cultivated by
Bedouning on the Egyvptian side of {he boundary mark.  With your upproval omd
the consent of the Commander-in.chicf in the A editerranean, I requested Captain
Waymouth, commanding Ifis Majesty’s ship “Minerva,” to proceed to Rafoh with
an Egyptian official, aud to report on the situntion. Ceptain Waymouth and the
Egﬁrptmn official who nceompnnied him caried out their mission with grent taet,
When Captain Waymouth landed o detachment of Turkish soldiers advancerl tawards
the shore, on the Egyplinn side of the boundary, in skirmishing order, and the Turkish
Commandant apenly stated that ho had onders to fire if any troups had been lnnded
from the oruiser. He rofused to recognize Captain Waymouth in any aMeinl eapacity,
and regarded him merely as a isitor, : -

Tho roports ultimately vecofved from Captain Wuymouth fully contiemed tho
{irst acoounts of the occuyation of Rafeh, with the addition that the Turks appenred
to have removed eleven Tigyption tolegraph poles on the western, or Egvption. side of
Rnfeh, and to have replaced them by Turkish telegraph poles.  The Turkish officer
slated in tho course of conversntion {hat they had o foreo of 5,000 men and over
1,000 horses between ElAvish and Gaza, 'This may very possibly have been an
intentional exaggeraticn.

It was also reporled that the Turkish garvison at Akaba had received considerablo
ruinforcements in men and guns, and the oficer in command spoke wpenly of his
inteition to advance on Nekhl,

As I have already stated, thoe frontier dispute Lind entersd on an acute phase when
thoe Turkish officers, who had left Constantinopls as Delegates to a Jolnt Commission,

ultled Cairo withoul communicating with tllm Bgyptian Government or with Wis

ajosly’s Agency. In view of the aggressive attitude of tho Turkish Guverament,
und of {ho efforls of the Pan-Islamic press o excite Lhe Mussulinan population, it
appeared desirable to reinfores the British garrison in Egypt, und thus enablo the
urmy of occupativn o suppress {vstantly nny disorders whicl might avise, It was,
thereforo, decidedd that two lintinlions of iufantry, one regiment of uavalry, and o
battery of horso ardillery should be sent to Egypt, and, further, that fhe theee
compunices of tho Inniekilling Fusiliers on detachiaent duty in Crete shomld rejoin
tho head-quarters of their Lattalion in Cnive. Towards the beginuing of Muy thess
reinforcements began €o urrive. ‘Their arrival bad o sodative offect on populuy fueling.

I now return to the pending negotintivns with Turkny,

It was elenr that no satisfnotory seitlement could Lo obtained by ordinary
diplemnile methods. After the whole situation lind been carcfully considered, Lin
Majesty's Governmont decided to tako deeisive aution.

You accordingly instructed Sir Nicholas O'Conor to present an offieial note to
the Sublime Porto, stating the demands ot ITis Majesty's Government, oud warning
the Turkish (overnmont that unless these demands were complied with within ten
days a sltualion of much gravity would be oreated.

In obedicneo to these instructions, Sir Nicholas O'Conor presented to the Sublime
Porte, on the 8rd May, & note couched in the following terms :—

“ M. le Ministry,

* Your Excellency is doubtloss nwaro that, Ly ity note gerbule of the 13th April,
1802, tho Twmperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs was guod cnough to transmit to this
Eiinbnssy & copy of tho Firman of Investiturs granted, on the 27th Shaaban, 1809, to
Hls llighness Abbas Hilmi Yusha, Khedive of Bgypt, together with a copy of the
telogram anddressed ou the 26¢h March, 1308 (8th A :ril,'lBD:'a). hy Jevad Pasha, then
Girand Vizier, to iLis Ilightess on the uul1]uut of the Sinaitlo Peninsula, In virlue
of these instruments, that poninsula {8 to be administered by the Khedivate jo the
same mauner as it was administered by Abbns Iilmi Pasha's predecessors, Tewfik
Pashin and Ismail Yasha.
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that we now had to deal with a delibeeate uttempt to carvy (ho Turkish Teontier and
strategicn! railways to Sues on the banke of the Canal; or that if, on the other hand,
the Ras Mohamed-Rafeh line (pro}mscd by Moukhtar ©asha ns a compromise) wers
adopted, the Turkish Erontier would he advanced to the neighbourhood of Nekhl-
i, within easy striking distance of Bgypt—and that, us Tins Mohamed is on the
Red Hea outside the narrow entrance to the (lulf of Akabn, this gulf would
practically become n mare clausum in the possession of Turkey, and o standing
menneo to the security of the trade-route Lo the east.

I hiad the honour to submit that the question had now censed to ho merely local;
that it was of the highest importance to British, Egyptinn, nnd general European
intercsts to prevent Turkey from carrying out tho programme which she had now
anncunced, and that the extension of this programme would obviously constitute a
serious menace, not merely to the liberties of Egypt and the Khedivinl dynasty, hut
also to the freedom of trausit through the Canal.

I, therefore, submitted to you for your approval the terms in which 1 proposed lo
advise the Khedive to telograph to tho Grand Vigier ; and as you fully concurred in
the gravity of the situatior, His Highness agreed to dispatch a telegram in the
following sense :—

After reporting the claims advanced by Moukhtar Pasha, as abovs stated, His
Higliness pointed out that the telegram of the 8th April, 1892, formed part of tho
Firmans regulating the relotlons between the Ottoman Empire and Egypt; that it
was communicated to the Powers concerned; and that it, therefore, was not in his
Hichness' power to glve his consent to any alteration of those Firmans on his own
nuthority, ~ Further, that it would not be doubted that, as s matter of faot, tho
territory west of a line from the head of the Gulf of Akabn to Rafch had been
continnously administered, not only by His Higlness, but also by his predecessors.

His Highness called the Grand Vizier's attention to the fact that Iis Majesty's
Government, at any rate, had nug, understood the telegram of the Bth April, 1892, in
the manner in which it was now interpreted by Moukhter Pasha, and that this hed
been clearly shown by the letter addressed by Ilis Mnjesty’s Ropresentative in Cairo
(myself) to 'Tigrane Pasha on the 13th April, which had been published in the
official journal, and which deflned tho eastern frontier of the Sinni Peninsuln as s
line running in a south-ensterly direction, from a poiat a short distancs to the east of
E] Arish to the head of the Gulf of Akaba.

His Highness suggested that the only means of arriviug ot an amicable arrange.
ment was to take as o bosis the Grand Vizier's, telegram of the Sth April, 1802, as
exploined in my letter to Tigrane Pasha of the 13th April, 1802,  Further, that, as the
exact position of certain Euuen might be doubtful, petent engi hould bu
employed to survoy the boundary-line between Rafeh and Akaba, but that the
frontier, instead of ending at the fort of Akabn, should be traced ton puint on tho
const of the gulf not less than 3 miles west from the fort.

While not excluding the idea of entertaining proposals fur minur modifleations of
the Rafeh-Aknba line, which might be for the convenience of both parties, His
Highnesa warned the Grand Visier that it was most improbable that Moukhtar
Pasha's proposals would be entertained.

In conclusion, the Khedive requested that, ss Tabs was now admitted to he within
the territory subject to Egyptian administration, the Turkish troops should now he
withdrawn fromn that place; and His Highness undertook, on hehalf of tho Egyptinn
Government, that if this wero dons no *works"™ would he constructed at Taba -nt
any rate until after the floal delimitation of the frontier,

During the next ten days nothing ccourred which is worth recording, but on tho
22nd April the Grand Vizier nddressed a telegram to the Khedive, in reply to His
Highness' last telegrom, which I have summaorized ahove. Ln ihis telagram the
Grand Vigier stated that the territory defined in the [mperial Mirman did not Inclido
the Peninsula of Sinai or the Gulf of Akabn, nnd that the telegram of the Hth April,
1892, which wns supplementary to the Firman of Investiture, together with the
previous documents velating therelo, referved only to the western sido of the Sinsi
Punigsula.  1lis Highness further stated that no vutside interpretation of this telegram
oould he regognized, and that the Imperinl Government alone was entitled to interprot
it. A Mutessariflik (Sub-Governorship) of Akabs had been creatod, with Aknbn ns ita
hend-quarters. T'he Kheldive was to tnke such ateps ns would insure the question
‘l:gir:lg closed, and was not to afford any opportunity for vutside interference of any
kind.

No reply*wns sent 1o this telegram,
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might be obfainuble withont the adoption of coereive mensnres it wounid Le advisally
to increase the British garrison in Pgypt. [ accordingly addressed a telegram to you
in this sense. s !

'The negotiations wero now tu enter on a new phase. On the Hth April I had
the honour fo repurl to you that Moukhtar Pasha hud infurmed the Khedive that the
Beport of the Turkish Commiscioners had heen sent to him with instructious to diseuss
matlers with His Iighuoess.

The Khedivo, acting on mlvice which you had muthorizen me to offer, replied
that, nlthough he did not resognize Moukhtar Pasha’s position as Turkish High
Commissioner in Egypt, he was nevertheless prepared to discuss matters with him,

rovided that his Excelleney wus specinlly aocredited for this purpose, and that the
interviows took placo in the presence of His Highuess' Presideni of the Council und
Minister for Foreign Alfairs,

Aftor somo Furthur representatwns at Constautmople, the Grand Vizier tele-
geaphed to the Khedive officially, informing him that Moukhinr I'asha had heen
instructed to discuss the Ivonbier rlunstinn with His Highness, The Grand Vizier's
telagram slluded to the points in dispule in vague und unsatisfactory language, from
which it appenred probable that, so far from intending to withdraw, Turkey was
ahout Lo inorease her olaims.  This had been anticipated both by Sir Nicholas O'Connr
;}Ild bl_y myself, since the visit of ihe Turkish Commissioners to Cairo in the month of

arch,

I may perhaps here devote a few words to explaining the anomalous pomtion
which Moukhtar Pasha has occupied in Ei;vpt {for somie twenty years.

Tn 1886,a8 you are aware, the Bublime Porfe and Her Majesty’s Government
appointed Commissioners to discuss matters counectod with the existing situation in
'E!‘gypt. These Commissioncrs wero Ghazi Moukhtar Pasha and Sir Henry Drummond
‘Wollf. The negotiations which ensucd resulted in what is genernlly known as the
' Wolll Convention,” which the Sultan signed but afterwards refused Lo ratify. Her
M'l:e'nsty'a Government, therefore, considered that Moukhtar Pasha's Commission ceased,
and dotermined on the Sultaw’s rofusal to ratify tho Convention, for the negotintion of
which his Execlloncy had been specinlly appointed.

Consequently, since that time I have regarded the Khedive ns the only legal
representative of tho Sultan in Egypt, and T huve always declined to recognizo
Moukhtar Pnaha's preicnsion to sclin this capacity, At the same time I have, in
my porsonnl relations with his Excellency, trented him with the respect due to »
distinguished Turkish Gonernl.

n the 11th April I had tho honour to report that an interview bad taken
loce between the Khedive and Moukhtar Pasha in the presence of the two
Egy tiap Ministers, in the course of which Moukhtar Pashe had at last shown his
hond,

Moukhtar Pashe rocognizod that ihe [rontier question must be setiled on the
basis of the telegram addressed to the Xhedivo by the Grand Visier on the 5th April,
1802, but he interpreted this telcgram as follows s— -

1. That the Peninsula of Mount Binai comsisted only of the territory south of a
slraight line from Akabo to Bues, Aa Taba lies soath of this line, hia Exc_e]lem
recognized Tabn as bolng within tho Sinai Peninsuln, the administration of which
boen nonflded to Egypt. o

9, 'hai the Egyptian frontior in the territory north of this live is traced from
TRafeh to Suez. It followed that the territory bounded on the north-west by the line
from Rafeh to Suez, on the south by the lina from Suex to Aknbs, and on the east by
the line from Akaba to Rafeh, fell within ‘Curkish territory.

Moukhtar Pasha oxplained that the Sultan attnohed great importance to the
adoption of theso lines o? frontior, in view of His Imperial Majesty's intention to
oa roilway to Alaba, and eventually to construct branches to Suez and Port

mal
Batd.

Moukhtar Pasha also stated that, although this was the viow of the Porte, hie
might ho ablo to make 6 compromiss in the following senze, namely, thal & line
should be drawn direot from Rafeh to Ras Mohnmed, which would constitute the
frontior, The whole of the western ehore of the Gulf of Akaba would, Ltherefore, fall
within Turkish territory.

In reportiog to ym); the claims advanced by Moukhtar Pasha, as above utn._ted, T
Tind the honour to point out that the dispute no longer turned on a local question o~
1o the possession of Taba and a few other plzees in the neighbourhood of %k;lm, but

Le21]
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Moukhtar Pashe was responsible for the unfounded claims advancodl by the Tuvkish
Government, and that he must, therefore, bo regnrded us {n'c]udlucd. Sir Nicholas
O'Conor having caused these uhjections to he lail before the Sultan, His Imperial
Majesty sent the Minister for Forcign Affairs to_state thot he did not question the
arrangement of the Sth April, 1602, and that, as Sir Nichalas O Conor hnd objecled to
the appointment of Moukhtar Pasha, be would seur two officers ay Joint COmlf\lel(mm‘H.

Sir Nicholus O'Conor ngain pressod for the withdvawal of the Tarkish tronps
previous to inquiry, and the &[inistnr for Foreign Aflairs, on his side, pressed for the
withdrewal of the “Diana,” In the meantime, I had yeccived a report from Captain
Phipps Hornby, stating that, on the arrival of tho * Diana ** off Akaeba, Rushdi Poshe
had prepared o rosist o landing, and Lad sent bis troops (betwuon 8,000 and 1,000
men{iu their fighting stations, Ceptain Hornby, however, got into comnunieation
with Rushdi Pasha, and soon succeeded in establishing friendly relations. e I,
nevertholess, convinced that Rushdi Pusha—who appears to be o Hino spocimen of the
fighting type of Turkish officer—meont to defend the place Lo the hitter ond if he
had heen attacked. o

T cannot donbl that Caplain Ioraby's opinion on this subjuet is purfeully warreet,
a8 nol only an this oceasion, but on the first arrival of the * Nur-gl-Bahr ’ ot Tuba,
and subsequently when His Majesty's ship ¢ Minorva " visited Rafoh. the Turldsl
troops upenly prepared to repel by force any attempt to land men, .

T take this opportunity of placing ‘on record my high apprecialion of the
invariable tact displayed by Captain Ifornby in his relations with the Turkish
authorities at Akaba, aud of the great assistance which I have dorived from his clear
and exboustive Reports,  Uis Majesty's ship “Diana” had n long and tedious watch
of over three months in the Gult of Akabg, but I firmly believe that sho has done
goad service in preventing the Turhs from_ extending their encronchments. and from
thus rendering a friendly settlement moro ditficult.

All Lupes of a speedy sottlemont now centred in the Joint Uommission

The Tuikish Commissioners | led from the Coire station steaight to the
house of Moukhtar Pashe, und remaived there for n week without communicating
cither with any Egyptian Governmeut oflicial ar with ilis Majesly's Ageney.

They finally left Cairo in pluin clothes by an early wain, and embarked for
Beyrout en route, it was said, for Akaba,

It is dificult, to guess the true reason of this extraordinary haliaviour on the part
of the Turkish Commissioners. I can only suppose that during thoir viit to
Moukhtar Pasha a fresh pian hind beon decided on, aud that the * Joint” Commission
was therefore abandoned.*

The Khedive was absent an & trip in the desert during the stay of the Turkish
Commissioners in Cairo, but on his veturn llis Highhoss assured mo that no com-
municalion had reached him from thom.

Abnut the middle of Murch 3Mr, Bramly 1-epm'tnd that two Bedouin Sheikhs,
namely, Musmeh-el-Kebeish and Suleiman-ol-Khahfi, whose trihes had been from time
immemorial under Egyptian jurisdi ,and in receipt of annual subventions from the
Egyptian Government, had hoon bribed by Rushdl Pashe and had gone over to tho
Tarks, I merely mention the poin, as their evidence will probably be furthenning
on the Turkish side when tribal limits aro discussed.

Your warning to the Turkish Ambassador that His Majesiy's Government oould
not continue to allow themsclves to bo trifled with, and Bir Nicholus O'Conor's
energetic protests and representations at Constuntinople, yornined fruitless, vusive
and temporizing answera were returned ; the telegram of the Bth April, 1803, was
admitted, but *Taba was e dopendency of Akabz"; the daie trces at ‘Faba (thero are
only siz or seven, and they aro dead) bolonged to peoplo in Akaba,” &e.

In the meantime, the Porte was plied with stories of encronchments on Turkish
territory by troops under British oflicers, the only possible foundnation for which was o
journey undertaken by some Fronch priests, who had heon visiting Sinni.

I do not know the source of those stories, but their effeet, and probably their
object, was to keep alive tho suspicions which had been so sarolully instillod inlo the
wmind of the Sultan. At the same timo the Pan-Islamic papers redoublod tholr efforls
to excite fanatienl and anti-English feeling amongst the I.Eg ptians, ahd it heeams
evident that—in view of tha possibility that no solution ol the frontlor quoestion

) 1t in probable, , that Muukhtar Pasha had stlll furthor doveloped his theory of thu fntorprota-
tiou of tho Firmans, 0a evidonco eon bugon to apponr tiat hls Intest Won won that the™ Sinad Poniusula
Frl\hp\;ndnd on the north hy s liow from Akabn to Bueg, from which the frantler ean north-onstwards to
2 Arish.
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In a Memorandum, addreessed on the 181 February to the Turkish Ambagsador
in London, you prolested agninst the ageressive attitude of the Turkisl Government,
aud poiuted oub Lhat the withdmwal of the Tarkish troops from Taba wns
impu;t:utl\'cly necessary in owder to inswe a peacefol settlement of the fruutier
question.

Bir Nicholas O'Cenor made similar represenrations to the Grand Vizier and the
Minister fur Foreign Afiaivs ul Constantinople; but in spite of unofficial assurances
which lLad pl‘a\:musly buen given to the Intter, that neither Tiis Majesty's Governaent
por the Beyption Glovernnient had the slightest wish 1o interfere with the construc.
tion of n branch of the Hedjaz Railway to Uknbn, 1o satisfantory resnlt was obtained
In view of Rushdi Pusha’s demnnds Ior the withdeswal of the .E"\'lltiﬂl'l troops frum.
Faroun. an his statement that Mr. Bramly nud Sand Bey Litaat would be responsible
for any consequences in the ovent of their refusing to comply with these demands, it
became necessury to protect this Lgyptian post.  You aceordingly nuthorized me on
t.lm_l-i-th ll‘u.bmn.ry to reguest Coptain Phipps Hornby, R.N,, commanding His
Majesty's ship * Diana’ (which had been kept in veadiness at Suez), to proesed to
Faroun lslaud and to reporl on the situation,

On the same day vou addressed o Further Memorandum to the Turkish
Ambassndor in Londen, informing his Exeellency that Tis Majesty's ship * Diana ©
had been dispatohed to Faroun Tsland in order to prevent any sets of sgoression ou
Egyptian territory. =s

In the meantime a Military Couneil had been held at Constantinople to consiler
the yuestion of the Turco-Egyptian frontier. There was some reason to hinpe that o
satisfnetory docision would bo arrived at, 'This hope was, however, not realized. The
Porto contended that the pluces in disputewera not within the Lerritory subjeet (under
the Firmang) to Egyplinn administration, aud regretted that the question of delimita-
tion shonld have heen raised.

It was evident that something had happened to influcnce the nttitude of the
Hultsn, which had recently nppeared conciliatory, and it appears that in the interval
tis Imperial Majesty had received a Report fronn Moukhtar Iasha to the effect that
“Quba was n dependency of Akaba.” The Sultan also appeared to be under the
impression that the arrangement based on the telegram of the 8th April, 1892, wns
limited by w previous understanding botween Moukbtar Pasha and myself, according
to which the administeative boundary between Turkey aud Egypt should run in
steaight line frum Bl Avish (on the Mediterranean) to Xas Mohamed, » headland on
the Red Sea, o short distance from the mouth of the Gnlf of Akaba,

RBome such suggestion was made in tho correspondence which preceded the
dispatoh of the Grand Vizier's telegram of the 8th April, 1802,

Ju o telegram of the 17th Felroory, 1892, T expressed an opinion strongly
ndverse to the adoptivn of this suggestion. Even it such had nut been the case,
it would have heen cancelled by the worling of the Grand Vizier's telegram of
the 8th April, 1802—namely, that  as regurds the Peninsula ot Tor-Sinni, the sfatus
quo is maintained,” &e.

On the 1.4h February you informed tho Turkish Amb lov of the dispatsh of
lis Mbnjesty's ship “Dinnn ” to Frroun Island: On the 18th Februnry Sir
Nichulas O'Conor received a conciliatory message from the Sultan, to the effect
that though ba3th the military Comandant at Akabs and Moukhtar Pasha had
informed Tis Imperial Majesty that Taba and the other places in dinpbute Nakb-el-
Akaba and [l Guttar) woro in Turkish territory, still it was possible that they
might be mistaken; that O issioners would, {herufore, Lo appointed to procoed
to gho spot to inguire into the question; and that, if the Commission decided that
Taba and the other posts recontly cccupicd by Rushdi Pasha were in territory subject
to Egypilon administration, the Tarkish troops would be withdrawn, . .

1u roply, Sir Nicholas O'Conor informed the Minister for Forcign Affairs that, if
the Turkish troops wero withdrawn from the disputed posta provious to the inguiry,
aud it (he Xgyptian Covernment wore represented on the Cummission, he would
recominend that, ponding tho result of the inqulry, theso posts should not Le
reoceupied hy Bypt.  Sir Nicholas O'Conor furtlier pointed out that such an wifer
was o conelusive pruof of the friendly disposition of His Majesty's Government.

From aubsequent conversations botween Sir Nieholas O’Conor nnd the Minister
fur Forcign Affairs, it appesrs doubtful whether tho sbave proposal for a bilaternl
Unumnission was ever clearly Inid by his Excellency before the Nnltan, who shortly
nfterwards proposed {o send Moukhine Pashn to Akuba to inquire intu the question.
Sir Nicholns O'Conur and T demurret to this proposnl, as wo loth cunﬂdo_-ll"ml thut.
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The Grand Visior's first telegram  demanded that Taypt should desist from
constructing pasts, and stated thni no Turkish Commissionor would Lo appointed to
delimitats the [rontier,

The second telegram claimed that not only Akaba but its neighbonrhond,
inchuding Taba, was Tarkish torrltory, and that it wans not included in the * privileged
territory " ot Egypt. The Grand Vizier went on to complain that an Egyptian gun.
boat (the * Nur-el-Hahr ) had beon sent to Tabn with saldiers, and eoncluded by stating
that, us Egypt itself was an integral pnrl: of Turkey, thoro was no need to delimlt
the liwnndary hetween Egyptian and Turkish territory, and that it Lgypt persisied in
landing men and constructing posts, this “not of disobedience would necessitate the
ewployment of strong measuves of oxpulsion.”

‘Lhe thivd telegram simply requestod the Khedive to withdrw the ¢ Nur-ol-Bahv™
oud the Fayptian detachment from Faroun Island, and to abstnin from conatructing
posts ; otherwise, * there would he an ineldent.” .

In reporting the contents of these telegrams to you. Mr, Vindlay pointed out that
tho allnsiun to the ** privilezed territory of Egypt™ (nnmely, the torritory the hereditary
possession of which was vested in Mehemet Ali by the Firmans of 1841 wuder the
gunrantec of the Powers, but which does not ineluda the Sinai Poninsula) seemed to
imply an intention on the part of Turkey to ignore the arrangement based on tho
Grand Vizier Jeved Pasha's telegram of the 8th April, 1802, which was a comple-
mentary park of the Fieman of Investiture of the present Khedive, and which was
aceepted nx giving tn Egypt the adwministration of the Sinai Feninsuls up Lo the line
from Rofeh to Akubn, as statod in my letter to Tigrane Pasha of the 18th April, 1802,

Ar. Findlny suggested thot Wis Majesty’s Ambassader at Constantinaple should
recrive instructions to enter a protest against :—

1. The Sultan's refusal to ageee to n Joint Boundary Commiysion.

2, Uis Trperial Majesty's apparent jutention fo iguore the telegrmn of the
Ath April, 1802, whicl contained no mention of the district ov snvieons of Aknba,

4. The thrtats of the Grand Vizier thut foree woull bo used against kgyptinn
posts in what was believed to boe Bgy ptian toceitory.

Alr. Findlay forther sumeested that the Saltan should b informed that Eg{pt
merely wished to administer in peacn the territory confided to the khedive for that
purposs in 1592, and that if Egyptian posts ware threatened tho Egyptinn Government
wonld he fureed to appeel for suppart to Ilis Majpsty's Government, a6 whuse instance
the avrangement vespeating Sinni had heen arrivéd at in 1592,

Tnstroetions were sent to Mr. bramly and the ofllser commanding the Byypbian
post at Furoun Island, impressing upon them that they must deé everything in theie
power to aveid hostilities, a3 it was ovident that tho question conld not now be
settled loeally; they wern also informed that negolintions wero proceeding hotween
London, Caire, and Constantinople, with u view to inding o satisfactory solution.

In the meantime, fruitless communieations were passing botwaen bis Majesty’s
Ambassador nt. Constantinople, the Sublime Porte, and the Palucw, the provailing uoto
af the Tarkish voplies to Sir Nicholus €'Conor's representations being funt tha Sultan
wos relnetant to delimit; thet the moment was not propitions tor delimitation;
thal the Turhish wilitary authoritics on the spet wore (o lame ; that the status quo
ehmdd e maiutained (oblivious of the fact that it had been violatod by Turkey); and,
flunlly, that by an arrangement betwoen the Tuckish and Bgyption commanders, the
Egyptians il venceupied the posts cluimed by tnem (whiclt report was quite devoid
of foundation).

Until the end of Jununry, more or Yess friendly eommunieations eontinud to pass
between Mr, Beamly and Saad Bey Lifnab (the oflieer in command of the Fgyptian
detuchment at Taronn Tsland) o the one land, and Rushdi s, the Purkish
Commandant nt Akaba, on the athar,  Iowever, tho Intter suddenty changed hin tone,
tnd on the 20th January he addrossed o lotler to Sad Hey Rifant, siovmoning him to
evacnate Faroun Isld,

Tn the meantime, cousiderable Turkish roinforeements bad arrived nt Aknha, and
tusluli Pasha hind ocenpied Nakb ol-Akabe and E@ Galtur, two pos(s whiol, ns aleeady
stated, comnand the difflenlt pass theough the const-ruggo into the interior of the
Sinni Peninsule. Mro Bramly, in faee of the snmmons to evaeunto Faroun, waa
npelled o vetain the * Nue-cl-Bahe,” in owder to_ provent any possibls attuk on the
prinn detacnment. Consequently, the news of {hess fsd netr of wneronsion did
ot eeaein Caive for some litble tine. As soow as T reeeived My, Heunly's Roport, T
nt onee lelegraplied ibs substanee 4o the Toreign OMes and Lo Bie Nicholas O'Conor,
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Governmaent had decided to construet barrae
Aknba and Kosaiyemn, and that Dieish
construetion. .

[ was f lll‘t_llc.l' informer that telegrn plie instruetions had been sent to the Governor
and 10 the Officer Counnnnding the Turkish troops in Syria to anticipate the
Beyptinns Ity ercoting 0 ruard-house at she spot indicuted.

'l‘he' Sl_llluu'.:x suspicions of the action and intertions of the Bgyptian Government
in the Sinai Peninsula appear to have beeome heneeforward intensitied. [ may state
that, as o _nmt.tur of fact, the onlf' LInglishman ot this time in the Sinai Peuinsula
was Mr. Bramly, who Lal Jeeently heen appointed Civil Inspector of the istrict,
gml thet there was nol a single regular sollier, either Britishy or Egyptiun, cast of
Sucz.

On the 18th January Sir Nicholas O'Conor, His Mujesty’s Ambassador ot Cun-
stantinople, infurmed me that he had recsived a message from the Sultan to the effect
that a report had l:uuu received from the Turkish Cowmrnandunt at Akuba, stating that
the Egyptiann military suthorities intended to constract a ssuird-house on the roml
from Akaba to Ginza, and ulso at other places which were within "Curkish territory, nnd
thet 1fis [mperinl Mojesty had requested him to induee the Lgyptiay Government to
withdeaw the [orce which had eneronchied on Turkish !erritnr.\", wl which was com-
munded by o British offeer. At the risk of Ueing tedious, I repeat the statement that
Mr. Brumly and a few polico constituted the whole forco at thut time in the Sinai
Peninsula,

In the meantime veports of Turkish encroschments had begun to come in, and
AMr, Bramly was instruetod to procred to the neighbourhood of Akaba to communicate
with the Turkish Commandant, and to endeasour to aveertain the real cause of all the
suapicion which had boen aroused.

On tha 156th Junuavy T telegraphed to Sir Nicholas (FConor, pointing nut that
these mulual recriminations would ingvitably eontinue until the frontier wiy
properly delimiled, and informing him that o telogrn had been addressed to the
Qrand Vizier by the Khedive, urging that a Joint Commission should bs appointed to
demarente the bonndury,

'J.'I;u Khedive's request, for the appointwent of HBoundary Commission was

jected.
" Lo view of {he aneompromisieg attitude nssumed by the Turkish Government,
it was consideral neeessary to send o small Egyptian Joree (filty men, under an
Heyplinn ollicer) to meet Mr, Bramly on the frontice near Alaba, and to oceupy
Tahs, n spot sltualed on tho westeen shore of the Gulf, at o dislunce of abous,
5 wiles from the fort of Alaba by water, and about 8 miles by land.

Instructions wore further sent to Mr. Bramly to vceupy Nalch-el-Alkaba and
El tiattar, which comninni the diffieult mountuin passes through whieh the road 1uns
from {he const into the intorior of the Singi Peninsula,

This little Bgyplian Lorco (which up till quite rocently was the only military force
in the Sinui Penifisuln) was dispatehed to Tubo in the Egyption const-guard cruiser
“ Nur-el-Bahr.”  Communications across thie desert and monntain ranges of Sinai are
difioult. Tt tnkes ubout four days to transmit o letter by camel-man from Suez to
Akabn, Before theso instruotions reached Mr, Bramly ho had been warned off frum
a placo called Murashesh by the Turkish Commandant, and had returned to his head-
quarters at Nekhl to roport,  On recoipl of his instructions, ho at anen proceeded to
Taba pa fost ns cnmels eould take him; but on his avrival he found the English
enptain of the * Nurcl-Bohr,” and the Egyptian oficer in command of the detach.
ment which had been hrovght o Tabn on board thut vessel, in purley with the
Commander of o "urkish foree, who had occupied Tubn and who stated categorically
that he had ordors to repulso any Inuling by foree. As the Egyptions had insfructions
ta avoid n coutlivt unless netuaily fived upon, and us in any caso they were not in
snflieient strength to foree n landing, they were withdewn to Geziret-el-Faroun, n
sl islnd closo to tho western coust of the Gulf, and a few miles south nf
Taba. ‘There o delnobinent of twenly-tlve Egyptian soldivrs remnined ever since
“on vedette,” .

On the 20th Januury 1 was obliged {o leave Cniro for Por Soudan, in order to
open the Nile-Rud Sew Railway. I left Mr, Findlay in chargo of Ilis Mnjesty's
Agency in Cairo until iny veturn enely in Fobrunry. ] .

Aboutb tlis {imo threv strongly-worded tolegrams were addressed to tho Khedive
by the CGrnnd Vizier, nud were comanunicated to Mis Majesty's Agency on the 25th

anuary,

ks hetween Djarafi, on the fontior near
troops were to he employed on the
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uppenl o the part of the Egyptian Governmeul fur the supporl and nssistance of
IFis lln.u-sl.{'s Government in doefending the Cnnal, for the neutiality of whioh Egypl
is responsilile,

1 need not go into the arrangements fur the selion of the muin hody of tho flect
under Lowl Charles Beresford, whioh, during this time, was kopt in readiness ul
Phalerum. It is suflicient to say {het, in the event of the S\ll)]l;me Porte having
failed to comnply with the British demands, plans hagd been made for the application
uf pressure which could " not but have produced an effect on the Oltemnn
Government,

Daring the seeond week of May various proposals had been made to Sir Nielolus
Conor by the Twkish Govermment, and had heen rejeeted by his Excelleney ns
wysatisfactors.

A last effurt was made by Turkey to cvade the reeognition of the right of I1lis
Majesty's Government to Intervena by settling tho qaestion divect with the Khedive
L'his attempn, also Tailed,

On the 13th Aay the Turkish Ambassador in Londem communieated to yon o
note, which had alveady been sent to Sir Nicholas O'Conor, and which had buen
vonsidered unsatisfuotory.  You took the oppmtunity to impress upon Lis Excellency
that it wus abanlulely nevessary that the Sublime Torto should mddress an official note
tn Tis Majesty's Awnbassador, explicitly aceeptiug, as o busis of a joint delimitation
of the eastern frontier of Egypt, the line fvom Rafels to the head of the Gull of
Akaba,  You added that it was important that such a note should he roocived heturs
the following mornine (the 14th May).

You also pointed oul thal seveeal instances had oceurred of au nitemph ou the
putt of ‘Curkey to ignore the vight of Mis Majesty’s Government to inkervene in thiy
uestion ; and you qnotod, ns u cnso in point, the rofusnl of the Turkish offieer in
command at Hufel fo communicate offiviatly with the Cupfain of Ilis Majesty's ship
o Minerva.” A regqoest hind leen made that Uis Mujesty®s tiovernmont should
officinlly vecognize the suzersinty of the Sultwn over Egypl,  You stated that His
Mujesty's Government had never failod {u recognize the suzemiuty of s Imperial
Majesty, but that i€ it weve tound that (his suzeminly were incompatiblo with the
right of His Mejesty's Governmont to interfere in Bgyptinn affuivs, and with the
British oceupntion, the British position in Huypt would be upheld by the whols fores
of the Empire. [n conelusion, you impressml upon his Bxcelleney thaf lis Mujesty’s
Government hod no inlention of wmaking the suzerninty of the Nultan over Egypl
ineompatible with the British position in that country, and that it deponded upon Flis
Imperial Mojesty whether it hecame so.

When the Sublitne Porte had received conununication of the substanes of the
ahovo conversation, it was laid hofore the Sullan, and His [mperinl Majosty decided
1hiat a note should be immedintely addressed to Siv Nicholas O'Conor fully secopting
ihe demands of Hiv Majrsty’s Governmeni.

The terms of this note were approved hy Inperinl Leadd, and were accopted by
you os sutistetory. Sir Nicholas O°Couor accordingly addressed a nolo v the
Sublime Yorte formally acknowlodging and tuking set of their aceoplunce of the
British demands. 1 have the honour to insort Lhe loxt of these two Btate papors,
by which the protracied negotintions on the subjecl of (he enstorn frontier of the
Sinal Peninsuln have been happily brought o n close :—

“ Nole Verbale,
“ M, I'Ambsssadeur, ' Le 14 Mai, 1900,

“J'ai eu lhonneur do recovalr la mole gne voten lxeellanes a bien veulu
nv'dorirs le 12 de ce mois concernant N'oesupation da Taha.

* Permettes-moi de vous faire observer qu'il n'est jumais outrd dunk ln ponsdo du
Gouvernsment Impérinl de méconnattro le contenu du téldgrammo du 8 Avril de fen
Djevad Pacha i Son Altesse lo Kbhédive. Du reste, In communienlion quo j'ai o
T'honneur d'adresser i votro Excelloncs le 1L de co mois dtait tout i fait oxplicite.
L'évacuation de Taba a été dévidée, et les ovdres ont étd déjis donnds on
conséquence.

11 est entendu quo les officiers d’ Btat-Major an trouvant i Akaba et los fonction.
noires qui seront envuyds par Son Altesso le Khédive se rduniront pour effootucr sure
les licux, et d'apras les données topographiques, nne enqudte technique ponr In
ilésignation sur une carte des points de naturs & assurer le inainticn, sur In baso du
tdlégramme préeité de Njevad Pache, du statu quo dans In Presqu'ile do Sinaj, et pour
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as Tabn), Muelh, and El FVijl], in the Medjaz, on the eastern shore of the Gulf of
Akaba. In this connection it may be observed that, as already stated, the Sinai
Peninsula had been administered by Egypt from of ald ; and, further, that, as regards
tho posts in tho Hedjaz, Mchemet Ali was aleeady in possession of them, having saved
Arghin for the Sulfan by the suppression of the Wahahi rehellion raised by Saond.
The suppression of this rebellion was completed by Tbrahim Pasha, eldest son of
Mchemet Ali, in 1518, Tho grant of the administration of Sinai was therafore merely
a formal recognitivn of the existing state of things. )

The successors of Mchemet Ali continoed to administer this territory wilhoul
question until the accession of the present Khediva. Of this theve is abundant pronf
in the Egyptian archives.

On the death ot Tewiik Pasha and the accession of his son, Abbas Hilmi Pasha
(the present Khedive), a frésh Pirman of Investiture was issued by the Sultan. Tt
was noticed that tho text of this Firman differed from that of former Firmans, Tho
object of this difference was apparently to exelude Egypt from the administration of
the Sinai Peninsula.

After considerable difficulty and correspondence the then Grand Vizier. Jevaid
Pasha, addressed a telegram to the Khudive, dated the 8th April, 1892, according to
which the Sultan resumed possession of the posta garrisoned by Egypt on the Hedjaz
(or enstern) const of the Gulf of Akahe, viz, of El Wijh, Muelb, Dibbah (a0t 10 be
confused with Tabe), and Akala. The telegram ended thus :—

“ As yegards the Tor-Sinni Peninsuln, the status quo is maintained, and it will
be administered by the Khedivate in the same manner as it was administered in
:tlineltimo of your grandfather, Ismail Pasha, and of your father, Mehemet Tewflk

'ashn."

As tho above-named posts in the ITedjaz reclaimed by Turkey were of no
importance to Egypt, this telegram was considered satisfactory, and was publicly
read with the Firman of Investitire, of which it has always been considered to form a
complementary part.

However, in order Lo avoid any possible misunderstanding s to the meaning of
this telegram, [ addressed a note, dated the 18th April, 1802, to Tigrane Pasha, at
that limo Bgyptinn Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that, ns his Excellency was
aware, no nlteration could be made in the relations between the Sublime Porte and
Egypt without the consent of Iler Mnjesty’s Government. T added—

The telegram from the Grand Vizier, which your Excellency hus done me the
honour to communicnto to me, makes it clear, however, that the Sinai Peninsula—
thnt in to any, tho terrilory hounded to the east by a line running in a south-casterly
direction from a point n short distance to the east of El Arish to the head of the
GQulf of Aknha—is to continue to e administered by Egypt. The fort of Akabs,
which li'es to tho east of the line in quostion, will thus form part of the Vilayet of the
Hedjnz."

This note, whieh was subsequently approved by Lord Salisbury, was published,
with other correspondence respecting the Firman of Investiture, and copies of the
lntter ond of the Grand Vizier's supplomentary telegram, were officially communicated

.to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople.

This point is of importance, as the claim of His Majesty’s Government to be
cntit‘lled to object to any alteration of the situation thus erented is therehy fully
justifted.

! Copies of the Firman of Investituro and of the nnnexed telegram were also
communicated to other Yowers, and the Representatives of Yrance and Russia in
Cairo oficinlly  tovk act*’ of tho communication,

‘From what T have stated it will he scen that the soutbern end of the enstern
frontier of the territory administered by Bgypt was at Akabn, but excluded the fors at
thut place, Rafeh, ot some distance cast of F1 Arish, has slways been reeognized as
tho point from whieh this frontier begins on the north.

‘At Tafch thero is o Tree, and on each side of this tree there has been for many
years o warble pillar, mn.:kinfi‘the Egyptian and Tarkish boundary.

The following passage, whioh I quote from my Annual Report for 1905 (“Exypt,
No. 1 of 1006,” p, 15), will serve to give some idea of the state of the Sinni leninsula
up Lo the end of lnst year, and of the grounds on which it was decided to carry out
cevinin necessary administrative reforma:—

# Early in 1005 the Bedouins of the Peninsula becomo very restloss.  Sevs ral
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Inclosure in No. 7.
8ir N. 0'Conor to Tewfik Pasha,

M. le Ministre, Constantinople, May 15, 1008,

I LOST no time in referring to my Government the note which your
Excellency was o good as to nddress to me on the 14th instant in reply to my noto
og the 12th on the subjoct of the occupation of Taba and delimitation of tho Peninsuls
of Binni.,

Ilis Majesty’s Government have rercived with pleasure your Excellency's
declaration thnt the Sublime Porte does not qluosl'.iun the contents of the tolegram
addressed by the deceased Grand Vizier, Djovad Pasha, to 1lis 1lighness the Khedive
on the 8th April, 1693 ; that the withdrawal of the Tmperinl troops from Taba has
been decided upon; and that instractions have been sent 1o the Ottoman Stall Officers
now at Akaba to delimit and record on o map, jointly with the oflicials to he
appointed by 1lis Higliness the Khedive, tho line of domareation mnning approxi-
matrly siraight from Rafeh in a south-easterly dircetion to a poinl on the Gulf of
Akaba uot fess than 3 milea from Akuba so as to insure the maintonance of the
statuy yuo in tha Sinai Peninsula on the bases of the telegram above montioned of the
§th April, 1592,

On behalf of His Majesty’s Governmont T huve the honour to {nke uct of tha
foregoing deelarutions, as also of tho deolaration of his Iighness tho Grand Visier
that orders havo been sent for the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops into Turkish
territory to tho east of Rafoh should any havo crussed to the Fgyptian side, and
the restoration of the pillars snid to lave heen Ilately destroyed there, sud to
oxpress their satisfuotion at the weltlement of this question, whidh cannot fail to
contribute to the maintensnen and consolidation of those frisndly velations which are
80 desirable in tho interests of hulh countries, nnd which are no _luan apprecintod by the
Government cf my nuguss Sovercign Lhan by that of lliﬁ1 lmp_tlmgl Majesty the Bullnn,

wvnil, &o,
(digned) N..R, O'CONOR.

No. .
The Earl of Cromer to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Muy 20.)

(Extract.) Cairn, May 21, 1000.

IN order to undorstand {he somowhat compliented question whieh has recontly
arisen in conneotion with the frontier of tho Ninai Peninsula, somo knowledgo of the
previous history of the elalm of Egypt to administor the peninsula is necessury,

It connot he donbted that Egypt has, ns o matior of fact, been in possession of
this territory for many conturies.

A well-known Arab geographor and historian, who lived and wroto hetweon 1274
:nﬁl 1382 (Bl Mallk Abu-cl-I'idn by name), desoribed the eastorn frontier of Bgypt as
‘ollows :—

« Egypt is bounded on the cast from a point on the Bahr-el-Kalzam [Red Bea)
o?poaito Assouan to Izsb Kosxolr Kalzam [presont Sues], to the wandering dosert
of the !i[fruelites, and thones iurns northwards to tho Mediterrancan at Ttafeh of
El Arish.”

The position of Bgypt in more modorn times is hasod mninly on the Firmana of
1841, confirming Mchomet Al und his hoirs in tho possession of the Pashalik. A map
showing tho boundaries of tho {vrritories which ware to he hencoforth rogarded ns
Eggptinn was drawn up in_duplicate in 1841, One copy was retainad by the Porte
and ono copy was glvon to Molhiemet Ali. This'map is supposod to have boon lost in a
fire which destroyed o great part of tho Egyptlan arobives, Tho Purkish copy is
oceasionully alluded to by the Porte in correspondence, bul, as far an 1 know, no ono
has ever seon it, and its oxistenco appears douirxu'ul. Tho Purkish Govarnmont elaims
thal, according to this map, the castern frontier of *“the priviluged Provines of
Bgypt® runs from El Avish to 8nez.  In addilion, howaver, Lo the territery define
in this map (and guarenteed by ihe Powers), Mehemnt ALl was empowored to
ndminister the Sinai Poninsula and to Lold the posts of Akabn, Dibhal (not the same
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olinching the negnt iations, and I obtained from the Grand Vizier nn engagement that
I should receive hefore 11 A, of the fallowing duy n wepdy to v note of the
12th May which would be couched in the terms framed in my note to his Highness,
and would stato that the Sublime Lorte did not question the telegrmm of the 3th April,
1802.. that, _wlth A view to seouring the maintenance of the staius qus on the hasis of
tho nforesaid telogram, a Jolut Commission would he appointeld to make a topo-
graphical survey and n mnp, and that the boundary would run in a south-easterly
direction from Rafeh and i an approximately straight line to a point not less than
8 miles from Akaba.

On the following morning, o little after the specified time, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs informed me that the Imperinl Tradé had bren issued approving the
note, and an hour later [ received the document, which covpespanded alniost, literally
with the draft noto T had suggested to tho Grand Vizier, anid gave full satisfuction 10
the demands of His Majesty's Government on il points.

I hnd the honour to {nform you by telegraph of the veeipt of this reply and of
its contents, and you were gnod enongh to instruet me on the_same day that His °
Majusty's Government considered the note satisfactory, aud that in ncknowledging its
receipt to the Bublime Porte I was to tuke act of the Imperiul Otto:man Government's
engagomonts in respect to tho evacuation of the places occupied by the Turkish tranps
in tho Sinai Peninsula und the demarention of the bonndary, and to udd that His
Majesty’s Government's noceptance of the note was conditional upan the withdrawnl
of the Turkish troops from Rofeh to the eastern side of the boundary pillars which
hrcﬂ hesn pulled down, and which the Qttomnsn Government lnd undertaken to

ore.

It ia very sotisfactory for me to he able to report that, during the course of these

rolonged negotislions with tlie Porte, the Reprasentatives of nll the Great Powers
quently evinced and gave proof of their good-will towards His Majesty's Govern-
mont.
''he French Ambassador encrgetieally supported my representations at the Porte,
and in many other ways showed his desise to o of assistance, while the Russian
Amhassador, M. Zinoviow, readily expressed his willingness to give me any support [
might require nt tho Porte,

The Italisn Chargé d'Affaires, acting, T belleve, partly on instructions from his.
Qovernment, spoke to the Grand Visier In favour of compliance with our demands.
The German Ambassador assurod ma he lod worned the Porte that he considered
they had placed themselves entirely in the wrong by the ocooupation of Taba; and at
the Conference of the Forzign Representatives to-dayin connection with the 3 per
cent. customs increase he warmly and publicly congratnlated me on the success of

the negotin

ffﬁ Austro-Hungarion Ambassador, wos absent st Brousea daring the later
stages of the controversy, but the Chargd d’Affalres, M. Otto, was throughout
sympathetic in his remorks.

It scems, happily, almost superfluous for me to add that I experienced the most
cordial good-will on the part of the United States’ Minister.

I have, &o.
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR.

No. 7.
8ir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21.)

far, Constantinople, May 15, 1908.

WITH reference to my despateh of the 1th instant, I have the honour to
transmit to you herewith copy of tho noto which I havo to-day addressod to the
Ministor for Foreign Affoirs, taking ot on behnlf of His Majesty's Government of the
dealarations glveni’; the Sublimo Porte in their note of the 14th instant with regard
to the soveral demands . formulated by His M:u';sty's Government in connection with
the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from Taba and the demarention of the Turco-
Egyptian boundary, \

I have, &e.
(Signed) N. B. O'CONOR.

[621) D2
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temzareation of the frouticr on the hosis of & line from Rafeh to Akaba, and wns, more-
ovar, oliviously designed to oxclude our intervontion in any arrangement which might
b como to hetween the Egyptinn and Tarkish Goverumonts,

The Grand Vizier sent word to me the samo ovening that the evacuation of Tyla
and the other places oveupied by the Turkish troops had already commenced, pd
that ho had requestod the Khedive to appoint Delegates to nscertain, in concert with
tho Turkish Commissioners, the strict limits of tho Hgyptinn Administeatlon nad
jointly to rneord the result of their inquiries. . .

1 considered that the contents of the noie which I had just received from the
Porte, nsserting tho Sultan’s sovereignty and ear_ltcuting the Khodive's administrative
rights in tho Sinai Peninsula, but avoiding to give the specifle (}m:lumtinn whioh Ifis
Mujesty's Government desived, was unsatisfactory, and cerfain to lead to fresh
ditlleulties in proceeding with the work of domavention, I therefors informod the
Grund Vizier that I could wot accept the note, and that I had your anthority to say
that, unless our demand were fully complied with within tha periol specified in my
uote of the drd May, we chould present others, and he reluctantly ecompelled to take
our own measures to eufurce them. .

1 wns ulso of opirion thnt the communleation of thy Sublimo Purto shionld not be 1sft
unanswered, and aceordingly, having received your authorization ta do o by telogr h,
T addressed a nate in reply to the Minister for Foreisn Adfnies, doled the {3¢h May,
copy of which, as well as of the nole fram the Sublime Porto of the 1Lth May, was
forwarded in 1y desputoh of the 19th instant. R

In this reply 1 expressed regrot that the official communication {rom the S8ublime
Torto appraved Lo ignore the provisions of the Visirial telegraniol tho Sth April, 1802,
und tho rights thereby conferved upun His Highness the Kledive, & sid thot g
formal delimilation of the fruntior hased on a line vanning in an approximately strnight
lino from Halih sonth-east to the hend of the Gulf of Akaba was now moro liuporative
thau ever, and T dwelt on the absolute neeessily of the Imperinl Ottoman Governngent,
aceepting defluitely beforo the expiry of the preseribed period the demands formulated
in my noto of the 3rd May.

A Council of Ministers wns helil at the Painen on tho 18th Moy to disouss the
whole question, and although [ was able to keop in communication with them through
tho Acting First Dngoman of is Majesty's Emunssy, T failod to obtain satisfactory
assurances that they would recommend to the Bultan thal the honndary of tho
peninsuln shiould be marked from Rafeh or any olher fixed pointon tho Medilerranean
coast to tha hewd of the Gulf of Akaba.

The Grand Vizier had previously inforned mo that the Tarkish troops which had
ocenpled Talo and il the other places ja the nelghbonrhosd had beon withdeawn to
Aknba, nod my cfforls wers now concenbrated on obtaining from the Ottoman
Government o written declnration that the demarention of the fruntier would bu on
the basis of n line drawn fron Rafeh to Aksbm.

In the courso of the 14th May I recvived two furthee notes from the Sublime
Torte, hut owing to thele unsatisfactory charaster | thought 1t adviswble nnd in the
heat Intevests of Loth countries 1o docline to aceept tho propwssls they contalned, and
T thereforo returned the notes to the Miniater Jm' Foroign Allairs,” By this time L
wis in posscssion of your telegram giving an account of your eonversation with the
Tuarkish Ambassnelor, in the course of whioh you had informed his Jixeelloney thal
the settlement of the question now entitely depended upont the Sublime  Porto
returning an uffisial reply to my note explicitly necopting the line from Hateh to the
head of the Gulf of Akaru as the basis of o joins denareation of the suadaey, nnd
inctructing me to communieste to the Grand Vizler tho stalement which you had
muwilo to Musurus Pasha to the offect that His Mujesty’s Government were detormined
to put lorward. their wholo foreo fo uphold the British position in lgypt nnd their
right to intervone in Eg{ ptiun ffuiey, but that they did not intend to makn thoir
position incompntible with, the Snlian's nuzorsinty over the country unless His

o Imperinl Majosty himself mado it so,

Armed with theso instravtions, I deolded to make a final offorb 1o inducos tho
Ottonan Government to comply with the domands of Ifis Majesty's Governunont and
to seouro an amicabls seltlement, of the dispute beforn the expiry of the prriod of
wiaee, end with this end In view I called both on the Grand Visier and the Minister
for Toreign Affairs during tho evening and nlght of tho 18th, and I loft with the
Inttor o résumd in Frenchof tho ohsurvations whioh you had wmnde 1w the Turkish
Ambassador, .

Tinally, after o prolonged disoussion, lusting late into tho night, I sueceeded in
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been moro seriously tried by the news which mrived from Lhe Captain of Hi
Majesty’s ship “Minerva” “that fhe pillms which markedl the ’.l'ul:-cu-Egoypt;Tl:
noundery 2t Rafoh had been pulled down and that Turkish »oldiers were encamped at
seme distriwe to Lhe west on the Egyption side of thio frontier.

l Qu thu 214 inetant I rocoived youe telezraphic instructions, avd on the following
day i {n_'-sr.-utud to the '.Mlnlsll‘l' for Foreign Affairs the note, copy of whick was
!uc]n:s:-( in ny despoteh of the sul instant, requiring full compliance with the demands
of Bis Mijesty’s Government within o period of ten days,

Nu vesponsive niove on the part of the Sublime Porte. followed the prescatation
of the noic, I_u]f. I soon hnd indientions that the reports whiah had arrived of the
naval and wilitary measures adopted by Mis Mhjesty's Government had not been
withent effect in Constantinople as woll as in Caira.

. I hegnn to receive private messages from the Palnee with the ohject partly of
diveriing the question from the points immediately ab issue, and partly no doubt in
ihe hope cof arriving at a settlemont on mors ngreenble terns than those cxueted by
His Mujesty's Government, But I felt convineed that it was most important, for
various rensons, that the negotintions should be conducted strietly through the proper
otficinl channel, T did wot besitate to brush nside these uvertures, and I need not
dwell upon them further, boyond remarking that they were prinei ally concerned with
the prestige of the Khalifate and the security of the Holy Places, issuss which in some
degree were no doubt nlfected by the conflict whioh the Ottuinnn Government had so
wantonly provoked. When, however, theso messages were £illowed at o later stage
by 2 request from the same quartor for o fresh recognition by His Mujesty’s Govern-
ment of the Bulian's soversignty over Egypt, I replicd that the moment was
oxeeedingly ill.chosen for asking His Majesty’s Government to make any such
declaration, but etill £ did not depart fron the attitude of forbearamece which His
Majesty’s Govarnment had so consistently displayed throughout the negotiations, and
continued to strive for an amicable and diplomatic settlement whila mnﬁc:ag it clear to
the Porte that we wora determinod to Insist upon the Ottoman Goverpment respecting
the rights and privileges of the Egyplinn Govornment as dettnad by Treaty.

L tlm:-c:l‘oru (luuidetil to await tho result of a Council of Ministers which hud been
Bl d to di the et

For some days the Porte yemained silent, and I had resson to believe that during
this perind fresh avertures wers mado 2t Cairo with o view to inducing Flis Highness
the Khedive to reopen direat negotiutions with the Imperial Ottoman Government ;
but theso efforts were u lul, as the Go t of the Khedive raplied that
they hud nothing to add to their previuus declarations,

On the 10th May I recsived a visit from Tewfk Pasha, who, acting under instruc-
tions from the Snltan, informed me that the stazus quo ante would be re-established in
the Sinni Peninsuls and the Turkish troops withdrawn from Taba,

T naked his Excellency whother this also implied the evocuation of Marashesh,
El Gotinr and Nokb-cl-Akaba and the other placos aconpied by the Ottoman troopa,
Ho said that ho preanmed that this would be so, as his instruetions were to inform me
that the sirtus gue would be restored, but he would make inquiries on this point and
give we a definite answer later. Personolly e did not believe that there were any
troops in those pluces,

I expluined to his Excellency that it was in order to be able to report to you
oxactly how matters stoud that I had asked thie question, but that I must make
it clear to him that Ifis Munjesty's Government wore rcsolved to insist that the
Tarco-Bgyptian frontier should bo demarcated in the manner lald down ia the noto
which I f;ml addressed to his Excellency on the 8rd May, and that the assurances
which he had just given mo wero, in tho ciroumstances, absolutely inadequate. I
felt that the womont had now come to solemuly warn the Jmperial Government
of the increasing gravity of the situntion, and I took the opportunity to tell the
Minister {or Foreign Affaivs thnt unless a satisfactory settlement were renched by the
following Sundny it was impossibile for me to say what furthor derannds His Majesty's
Govornmont might hn obliged to prefer or what consequences might ensue on the
[nilure of the Imperinl Ottoman Government to comply with our requirements.

Lateron in the duy 1 received & visit from the Grand Visier, wlo made proposals
of o vory similar character to those of the Minister for Poreign Affairs, and I gave
his Lliglnesy the same answer a8 I had returned to his collengue,

On tho following day, the 11th instant, I reccived o note from the Minister for
Toreign Affairs in reply to the one which I hiad addressed to him on the 8rd. It
pProved Em ho quito inadmissible, as it did not offer to comply with our demnn% for the
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Allow me to observe tn you that it nover er red the aonghi of the Lmperip}
Guverpment to ignore the contents of the teley m af 'y Rth .l\,}l:il of o lute
Djeend Tasho to His Highness the Xhedive, esides, ' j0 corumuniention whink 1
hud the homour to nddress to yowr Exeellcavy on 1o THhE inslant was ity
exphieit. The evcuntion of Tabu hes Bow de dew wpon, and the orders hays
already been given in consequence, .

It is ageeed that the Staff ufleers at Akabr und tho officials who shall e
sent by His Fighness tho Khedivo shall maet i cedor 1o efloet nn the <pot, and in
aecordance with topographieal datw, o teehnieal inquiry for mark®ag on o map the poiy
enlenlnted to insure the rmintenance, on the basig of the abuve-mentioned [T
uof Djevad Vnsha, of the stalus quo in the Sinnitic Peninsuln, and in ovdov o demy
the line of demarcation starting at Rafel, nens Bl-Arish, sl running towards the
south-onst in an approximately straight live as far as w poink wn tho alf
Akabe, nt least 3 miles distunt, from Akaba, Lo

The views expresswl in the above-montioned conymunieation of your Exeelloney
ure thus fully realized, .

In hegging your Excellonoy to le s good a8 to sommnuntient: tha ahove o
London, wa trust that the Guvornment of 1Lis Majosty the King will soe in it o Erog)h
proof of our keen desire to maintuin at all times onr rolations on  fooling of the
most completo cordinlity. Tn convaying to us, an its side, m oxprossion of e fll
satinfaction, it will itsell have given proof of the valuw which it ntinohes ty (he
reservation and to the strongthening of the goud rolations which s hapyily oxist
ofween tho two States,

1 inve, &o.
(Higned) LK\ FIK,

Nu. 6,
Sir N. O’ Conor to Sir Edward Grey.——(Received Muy 21.)

8ir, Constantinaple, May 14, 1900,

THE role of the 14th instant signed by the Minlstor for Foroipn AWnivs, copy
of which I had the honour to inclose in my immudintely proeeding lospdeh of
to-dny's dofe, stating that the Imperind Ottomnn Governmment aceept the centive
demands of His Majosly's Guvornment, and agres Lo evaounto Taba, to restoro the
atmtus yuo ante in the Sinai Peninsuln, und to demnrento the frontier, whick is to mn
from I‘u.l’eh in & south-costerly direction and in an approximately slvaight ling to n
pointnos leas than 8 wmiles from Akabn, warks tho sntisfaotory conotusion of the
third stage of the protracted negotintions to which the Alwba incldont has given rise,

In tho birfef Wistorionl veview of this question which 1 ind the honowe Lo submit
to you in my despntoh of tho el instant I showed that the negotintions hnd up
to that dato heon divided into two distinel phases. Tho Nleat was oaoupiod by the
reprosentations madn hy in Majosty's Bmbassy to thy Sublime Porle to speure
the withdrnwal of the Tarkish troops from Talin and the olher Places oceuplod by
them whioh wero belisved to e an Bgyplian torritory peuding the “appointmont of »
Joiné Turco-Egyptinn Commission to didimitate the Frontier; the second atagge mncks
tho tronsfer of tho foens of inlereat friom Constantinople to Calro ny the reunlt of (he
docision of the Imperial Oltuman Gavermnent Lo Iuleust tho sebblmnont of the quesiion
to Moulchtar Pashn, who wan spociully instraciod Lo ender iuto dirot nogotintions with
the Egyplian Government,

T need nol. revert to the 8mpnsl.nruun pretunsions puw forward by Moukhine Pashia
un hehalt of the lmpevisl Government In rospect of tho boundaries of the Sinal
Pouinsula and the intorprotation of the Visivin tologeam of the Bgh April, 1802 it is
snflicient to sy that thoy wore of such n olwmeter as Lo vondor futilo s}l furthar
disoussion between tho Clovernmont of the Khodive and the Bublime Trorte, and, s o
natural consequence, to retransfer the negotiatlons to Clonstuntinopls in a somowhat
aggravated form,

During the fow days whioh elapssd whilo T was obinining your npproval to
tho terms of tho noto which Ilin ‘Mujesty's Governmont desired should by addvossd to
the Bublime Porto, I hod several interviows wiih the Chrand Visler and the Minister
for Koreign Alairs, but my offorts o arrive at o snblafaolory sotllomonl romained

-without effect, In tho meantimo, tho pationca of 1iin Majealy's Uovernnient had
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prescnt momant in regard to the serious dificully whick has unfortunately avisen in
re%m‘d to Tabs would only perpetuate friction and give ris: tn dangeruus complications
between His Mojesty's Government and the Tmperinl Qttmpan Government, with
whom they are desirous of maintaining friendly relations, and that it is imperative, in
the inlercats af the prosersation of these zoud relations, that the Impurial fovernment
should, hefore the expiration of the delay notified tn your Excellency in my note
of the #rd instant, agreo defiuiteiy to comply with the demands formulated in my
above-mentioned nole, and categarically stated ja this presen! communication,
T uvail, &e
(Signed) NX. R, QCOXOR.

No, &

Sir N. O'Upnior to Suir Eduward Groy—{Recrived May 21.;

8ir, Constuatirople, Moy 14, 1906,
SINCE writing my despstih of the 12(h instant, [ have reseived two uates
from the Minister for TForeign Affeirs respecting the Turve-Egyption frontier
meytion ; tha first of whivh, however, was of 82 vague and indetinite » churacter and
u secotud to incomplote in vegard to the engageraents which the Luperisl Otloman
Gorernmont weve prepared o take fur she settlement of the houndary. thut I thonght

the hest covrse woultt he to reluen then hath to the Parte.

This worning [ received a third uote, and 1 have vow {he hanour f2 transmit
to yon herawith eopy of this offivig]l communicativn from the lmperid Otloman
dovernment wbich booxe date of to-day.

T hava, &c.
(Sigmed) N. R, ¢'CONOR,

Tnelosure: in No. 5.

Tewfile Pashe to Bir N, (3*Conor,
NP Ambnssadeur, L 13 M, 1904,

J'Al eu Uhenainy de yeeevoirla gote que votre Execllonce & hien vuunly ar'cerire
e 12 de eo muiy conseruant Iogonpation de Taba,

Pormetloz-moi de vony faire obscever quil west jamuis entré daus ln pensée du
Gouvernemmen! Jmpsriol de mfvenmaitre le vontenu du tdlégamme da § Avrildde
fou Djeved Voshe i Son Allesse e Khédive, D reste, la_commuanivation que j'ai en
Plonnuar d'ndresser & votre Excellenes lo 11 de cv wmois etait tont ) rait explicite,
Yrdvacuntion de Tuln o &6 décidée et 1es urdies oot dt¢ déjd donsés en consdquence.

11 est entendn que les officiers d*Blat-Major se trouvant & Akaha e les fono-
tinunaires qui soront nveyéd par Son Altesse le Khddive se vénnirnd pour effectuer
gur low Jioux of d'aprds jex donnéos {opogmphiques, upe snyudte teebnique pour Ja
désignation sur vue epste des peints de nutwe & Aseirer lo maintien sat ln base du
tdligramme pw de Djoval Pasha du stetw que dung Is Presquilie de Siea et
wour tracer tn gne de démarcniion d pactir de Rafeb, pres d Bl Anch, et sllant virs
e sud esh en une: ligno approximntivemont direete jusqui un peint aur Je Folte d'Akaba
i une distonce d'au nwins 3 willes I'Akaba.

Ley vues exprivaes dany fa commugieetion précitée de votre Mzeellonce se
trouvent, ainsi plagoment réalisieg. .

En prient volre Execlenes da voulnir bien communiquer o¢ yui précdde
Lundres, nous espdruns qoe lo Gouvernumoens do Su Mujestd le Bol y verm une
nouvello preuve de notre vit désir de naintentr tonjours nes relutions sar 1¢ pied dv la
plus porfuite cordialité, Lo nous eszimum., do son c0ts, ka ploive satisfuction, il nous
anm témeigné Jui-méms du prix qulil sktachie A o conservation et au raffermisserens
des hous rupports ui existent si hunrsusement aubre los dewx Fals,

veuillez, &e.
{Signd) TEWFLE.,

(I'ransintiow.)
M. PAmbussadeus, May 14, 1908,
TAVE had'the sumowr to weeive the now which youe Rxeellunoy wee good
enough 1o wiite to mie on the 128h justant respevtlug the voeupation of Lala,
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Tncloaure 1 in No, 4.
Tewfik Pagha to Sir N. O'Conor.

M. I'Ambassnilenr, Sublime Porte, la 11 Mat, 1006,

J'AT en 1'honneur da recevoir la nate quo votre Excellenco a. bien voulu m'adressor
lo 8 Mai rolativement 3 Vocoupation de Taba.

Je tiens tont d'nbord & déolaror nue, &i lo (Gouvernemont Impérinl a envoyéd des
troupes dans ces pamges, o'était uniquement ponr ¥ maintenir le stetu gquv ot sauve.
garder los dmoits sonveraing do 1'Bmpire, en y umpéelmut. Ia oonat_nu-t.ion d‘e corps de
pards et natres élifleca per les nutorités Fgyptionnes, comme lo Urnit en avait courn,

Mais du moment que des assurances formolles Tui sont donnédes qu'aucuue pareitls
jutention no subsisto, 1 Gouvernement [mpérinl # déoidé do faire rontrer ces {roupes
dans lours apoiens cantonnements,

Aussi, des sommunientions ont-clies été faltrs & Hon Allnave le Khédive afin quo
les nutorités Fgyptlonnes nient & s'entendre aveo le Commandant of les deux offlaiers
d'Erat-Major se truvant sur les lienx pour romottre les choses en lour anolen état, eb
aviser d'un commuy aceoril aux moyens dassurer ls maintion siricte du statu que,

Veuillaz, &o,
(8ignd) TEWFIK.

. (Tronslution.)

M. PAnbassadeur, Sublima Porte, May 11, 1008,

TIJIAVE bad the honour to recclve the note which your Hxeellenoy was good
enough ta address 1 mo on the Jrd instant relative to the ovoupation of Taby.

umast, in the fisel insluneo, sinto that it tho Tmperial Government has sont troops

to that disteiot it was with the sole infention of maintuining the sietus gue and
proteoting the sovarelgn rights of ihe Ewpire by préventing the construction there of
guard-houses gnd othor huildings by the Bgyptian authorilies, as roported.

Thut 48 soun ax formal assurances wero givem Lo it thal no such intentlon existed,
the Imperiid Government deetded to withdrw theso teoops tn their old eantonments,

X ications huve lingly baen mnde to His Highnoss the Khedive in
onder that the Egyptian autharitios should cumo to an sgreemont with the Commandnnt
and the bwo Stafl ofloers on the spot i1 ovder tn restors matters to their old stals, and
to ocobsult together g8 to the mcans of msuring the sirint maintenonoe of the
status juo.

§ have, &o
(Signed) TUWHRIK,
Inolosure £ in No.
Sir N. (*Canor to ‘Tanfik Pacha,
M. le Minitre, Constantinople, May 12, 1008

I HAVE the lwnour to ncknowledge recelpt of the note of yelerday's date
whiol your Excellenoy has bern goud encugh to oddresa tn me ou tho subjeot of the
ocenpation of Tabn.

In reply. T bave to oxpress my rogrel Uiat the Tmperial Governmont should in
ihis ofeal vommunicution ignero thu provisious of the telegram addrowed on the
8h April, 1592, by the Grand Visier to the Khedive, in virluo of whioh the
administratirn. of the Sinaitic Peninsuln is confided to His Highness iho Khedive,
or should question Mis Ifighness’ vight to voonpy s place in the Peninsula, within
whiuh Tabu is indisputably situsted.

. The wording of xnur lﬂx(mllen&y‘u nole, and the ocenrrenon of innidonds of
fhis watury, Lo which Nis 'Mnjasty‘n weernmonb cennot La indifforent, rondor more
than ever nocessary the formal delinidtation of thy buuadury of the Poniusuln, based on
o line running from Rafoh approxinintely straight in o south-vastoely directlon to the
lead of the Gulf of Akabn; o dofinite oasurange i theroforo roguieed from. the
Imperial Govoromeul that this houndavy line will It snrveyol nnd fixel b{ a Joint
Cammission uppointal by ihe Tiperial Govermnont amd Mis Highness the Khediva of
Egypt, aud marked upon a map propaved by the Juint Commissivuers,

It must bo evident to your Lxcelloncy that any vaguonoss of expression at the
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Inclosure in No, 3.

Sir N. O'Conor to Tewfik Pasha,

M. le Ministre, . Cunstuntinuple, Muay 8, 1900.

YOUR Excellenoy is doubiless aware that by its note verbale of the 13th April,
1609, the Imperinl Ministry for Foreign Affairs was good enough to transmit to tlis
Exznhus_sy a copy of the ;l"‘mnun of Investitura grauted vn the 27th Shaaban, 1808, to
His Highness Abbas Hilmi Pashn, Khedive of Egypt, together with a copy of the
telegram nddrps_sed on the 26th March, 1808 (the Sth April, 1892), by Jovad Pasha,
then Grand Vizier, to His Highness on the subject of the Sinaitic Peninsula. In
virtue of these instruments that peninsuln ja to be administered by the Khedivate in
the same manoer as it was administered by Abbes Hilmi Pasha's predecessors,
Tewllk Pasha and Ismail Pasha.

Notwithstanding this provision, the Imperinl Government has ocoupied Taba
with a military force, which it refuses to withdraw, though repeatedly requested to do
50, ond though Tube is indubitably situnted within the territory the administration of
which is vested in His Highness the Khedive.

Both the substance nnd tone of the Grand Vizier's ¢communicetion to the
Khedive havo made farther negotiationa at Cairo impossible. The contentions as to
the frontier put forward in the Grand Vizier's reply are quite inadmissible; if
admitted, they would seriously prejudice the position ‘as regards the Suez Canal and
Egypt. Negotiations have now been prolonged over several weeks not only without

gress, but with inoreasing claims on the part of the Porte, to the prejudice of the
administrative frontier of Eaypt.

The In&porial Government is well aware that His Mnjesty's Government cannot
remain indifferent in presenco of any act tending to eircumseribe the territories of
Egy][:t, nor view without concern any violation or infringement of the rights of His
tng nosy the Khedive as deflned and established in the Acts and ‘Ireaties now in

orce. —~

I havo consequently the honour to inform your Exeellency that I bave received
from His Mnjesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs instructions to
request that the Ottoman Government will agreo to the demaroution of the line from
Ratfeh to the hend of the Gulf of Akaba on the basis of the aforesaid telegram of
the 8th April, 1802, and that, pending such demarcation, Teba shall be evacuated.

TFurther delay mnust increase the difficulties of the situation, and T am therefors
to add that if this request should not lnve been complied with within e period of ten
days, {he posivion will Llecome grave.

T avail, &e.
(Slgned) N. R. 0'CONOR,

No. &,
8ir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.~(Received May 21.}

Sir, Constantinopls, May 18, 1006,

‘WITH reference to the telegraphic correspondence which bas Istely passed
totween His Majesty's Embassy and the Foreign Office with referonce to the T'urco-
Egyptinn frontier question and the occupation of Taba by Turkish troops, I have the
lionour to transmil, herowith copy of the noto on these subjects which I received on
tho 11th instant from the Sublime Porte, together with a copy of the note whioh I have
to-day nddressed to tho Minister for Forvign Affaixs in reply to the communication
from the Imperial Ottoman Government,

I have, &e. '
(Signed) N. R. 0'CONOR..
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the whole duration of the negotiations, that nothing short 'of measures which would
canvinee the Porte of Ilis Majesty's Government's roan]ute. intention to have recourse,
if necessary, to foree would onable us to scttle Lhis question in a selisfuclory manner,

Fhe Ottoman Government meantime, in their anxioty to avoid the pressure which
was being pul upon them here, changed their tactics, and decided to refer the Repurt of
the Turkish Oommissionets to Moukhtar Pasha, with instructions that he should discuss
the matter with the Khedive, His Muojesty's Government did not object to this
procedure on the underatanding thal Moukhtar Pasha's appointment an Imporial
Commissioner to digenss this question with the Egyptinn Govor_nmont. were officially
notified to the Khedive. This way done, and in the negotintions which ensued
Moukhtnr Pasha put forwerd pretensions as to the boundaries of the Sinai Poninsula
and {he interpretation of the Vizirial telogram of the Bth April, 1892, which were
found absolutely inndminsible. According lo the Ottoman Government's clnim, the
Peninsuln of Sinai consisted enly of tho territory lying south of n line drawn direatly
from Akaba o Suez, and the boundaries botween Tgypt and Turkey wero linos drawn
from Rafeh to Buez, nnd from Sucz to Akebn. A compromise was hinted nt by
Moukhtar Pasha, by whose ordets it is not clenr, of & froutier from Ras Mohmnmed
to E1 Arish. o ;

After consultation with the Barl of Oromer, His Highneus the Khedive addrensed o
reply to the Grand Vizier, pointing onl that the Kgyptian (i.uvernmenl. took its stand
upon the Vizirial telegram of the 8th April, 1802, ns forming purt af tho Firmans
regnlaling the relations between Egypt and Turkey, and could un!y admit the interpre.
tation given to that tolegram in the letter addressed by the Dritish Consul-General to
the Tgyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 13th April, 1892, Tho message
suggeltes a3 n besis for n solution the resurvey of the frontier line Letwoen Rafoh and
Akabs, with o view to deciding any doubls which might exist as to tho relutive position
of certain places near that line, and the reveraion to tho status guo previous to the recent
oceupation of Taba by the Imperial troops.

The Grand Vizier replied to the Ihedive's messago on or nbout thoe 92nd April in a
communication which practically assertcd tho claim of the Sultan to interpres the
Vizirial telegrum of tho Sth April, 1803, in the manner he pleased, and maintained
that the Gulf of Akaba and all but ihe * wostern sido® of tho Sinai Peninsula were
excluded from the temitory dofined by tho Imperial Firman,

The message wny of such a characler aa lo preolude any veply belng sent by
tha Khedivial Government, or, indeed, any possiblity of the continuance of negotiations
at Cairo,

There was no longer any doubt that the Ottoman Government ware trifling both
with Hiz Majesty’s Government and the Government of the Khedive, and it was evident
that the question could only bo rettled by diveet pressure ot (Jonstantinople,

A few days, howevar, were allowed to elapse during which earnest endeavours wore
mado by me both at the Palace and at the Porte in the faint hope of persuading the
Imperial Government evon nt the eleventh hour to agreo to the reasonable demands of
His Majeaty's Government, These reprasontations wore attended with no rosults, and
the patience of His Maujesty’'s Government being exhoustod, ! reccived on the
30th April your instructions to address an official noto to {he Miniater for Foreign
Affairs, informing the Oltoman Government that ton days would be given them to
comply with our demands, failing which tho situation would becume grave,

I have, &o.
(Bignod) N. It. O'UONOR.

No. 8.
8ir N. O Conor to Sir Edverd (rey.—(Recoived May 8.)

Sir, Constantinople, May 8, 1906,

1 ITAVE the lionour to iransmit horawith copgr of tha noto rolative to the Turco-
Tgyptinn frontior quesiion and the vocupation of Twhn by Turkish truops, which I
have to-day addressed and delivored, in nccordance with your insteuotions, to the
Ottoman Minister for Foreign Affairs,

I have, &o.
(Bigned) N. R. O'CONOR.
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by the Palace to the Turkish Commissioners, and remarked that no compleint had been
received from the Egyntian Government,

On t_he 2nd Mareh I had o lengthy audience of the Sultan, in which I maised
the ?nesllon of the Turco-Egyptian frontier, I pressed His Majesty to authorize the
Turk sh.Commumone'rs to place themselves in communication with the Khedivial
authorities, and to give prders for the withdrawal of the Qttoman troops from the
polots occupied in the Binai Peninsula as o condition preliminary to the inquiry, in
which both sides must participate. T laid slress on the official character of the
telegrnm of the 8th April, 1802, a3 being & supplement Lo the Firman of Investiture
of the present Khedive, and 1 produced a map to show that the places oceupied by
the Turkish troops wore unquestionably on the Egyptiun side of the houndary.

Beyond the fact that the Sullan repeatedly maintained that Le bad no intention of
questioning the telegram of the Sth April, 1862, or the other Firmans and Conventions
with Egypt, his reply to my representations was extremely unsatisfactory, as His Majesty
maintained that he eould come to no decision as to the withdrawal of his forces fromn the
laces in dispute until he had received the Heport of his Delegates on the spot. He

egged that [ would not press this point, but allow the negotintions with his Ministers
to follow their naturnl course,

Finding that His Imperiul Mojesty seemed to consider thal our action ot the
Turco-Egyptian frontier harboured some aggressive design upon .Akaba, which, owing to
ita proximity to the Holy Places of Jalam, and the projected constroction of a Lranch
line of the railway to connect with the Hedjaz Pilgrim line waa a pasition of vital
;;_npor.ml:ee, I was ot pains to give such assurances as would dispel this impression from

is mind, .

On tha 4th March the twa Turkish Commissioners left Cuiro for Beyrout, whenee
they were to procead to Akaba, and although the circumstances ot their visit and their
sudden departure were not calenlated to inspire confidence in the loyalty of the assur-
antes given to His Majesty's Embassy, time was allowed for them lo reach Akaba.
‘When, however, na proposals for a joint delimitation followed, the conclusinn was forced
?m\ our minds that the Ottoman Government were wbusing the patience of His
Majesty’'s Government and trifling with the question at issue.

In the meantime, confirmalion was received at Cairo of the continued occupation of
Taba, El Galtar, and Marashesh by the Turks, and information began to reach this
Bmbassy of the dispateh of troops from Damascus and other towns in Syria lo reinfurce
those posted on the Egyptian frontier,

Several further interviews which I had with the Grand Vizier and the Minister for
Forelgn Affairs were without result, and it was becoming evident that we were nearing
tha-time when further representations would be useless and the resources of diplomacy
exhausted.

On the 218t March the ‘['urkish Ambassedor in London wade & cormamunication to
you of & very unsatisfactory character, to the effect that the Ottoman Govcroment held
that it was unnecessary to send officials from Egypt to inquire into the Akabn frontier
quesiion, that Taba was a dependency of Akabn, and that therefore no objection could
be taken to the presence there of a Turkish force. Upon this you instrocted me to
make strong representations to the Ottoman Government d ding the tion of
Taba and the other posts in tho Sinai Peninsula, and o give the Sublime Porte to
understund that the unfavourable impression created by the last message had made it
neeensary for Fis Mnjeaty's Government to consider what measures they would adopt
if the Imperial Government meintained their present attitude.

Hor gome days T received no answer tu Lho represontations which I at once made to
the Sublime Porto on tho receipt of the forcgoing insliuctions, but on the 26th Mareh
tho Giznd Vizier informed me that the Ottomau Commissioners bad only reached
Akaba fivo days befors, and thas their Report was daily oxpected. .

Further t{ehy {n replying Lo our demands occurved owing to the interruption of the
telegraphic serviee, end [ somenhat reluetanily agreed to await for a few days more the
result of the meoting of the Council of Ministers convoked =t the Palnce to discuss
the Report of the Ottoman Commissioners, .

Tho Roport was reeeived on the 2nd April. [ gathered thet from our point of
view it was eminently unsatisfactory, and I found myself obliged to warn the Ottoman
Government that, unless our demands were complied with, 1 shonld be eompelled to
report to you that it wns mere waste of time to endeavour to arrive bere at a settlement
by diplomatio means. . .

1 did not eonceal fram you ot 1his stage the conelusion, to which Thad been reluctantly.
driven by the tergiversations and procrastination of the Ottoman Government 3lr§uglu-m

[621] :
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The Grand Vizier, to whom 1 showed a copy of the map indieating the respective
positionz of Taba and Ahkube, contented Limgelt h_v maintaining the distinetion helwoen
the “ privileged ” teriitory of Egypt and the Sinai Peninsula. .

Abaut this time news arrived that the Turkish treops had oceupied other places
presumed ta be in Egyptian territory, and, npon henring that the Comumndant at Akaba
hnd alw demamled the withdrawnl of the Bpyption Lreops from 1aroun Taland, 1
ventured 1o suggest the immediate dispateh of a Dritish ehip of war to that locality,
This Majestys ship “Diana” was ordered to procecd to ihe Gulf of Akubu without
delny, ond no further mentien was made, either here or at Cairo, of tho right of the

Ceyplinn troops to remain at Faroun,

ke lOn ﬁendi}lg te the Paluce to axcerlain the result of the Military Couneil which wos
held on the 14th Fcbruary, I found the Sultun m & mosl uncomprowising mot_)d._ Hiy
Imperial Majurly centended that the places ocenpied by his traops were not within the
Lerritory administered by Euypt u virtne of the TFirmans, n.uld that he regretted L.hnt the
quextion ot delmitation lad ever been mised. 1le alwo denied that any aggresaion had
been eommitted by his troapa. L

1 was i first at a losy to understand the reason of fhe Sultan's attitnde, hut 1
subsequently diseavered that it was due to somo confored im pruusmn_lh..'xt the Agreement
in regard to tho Sinnitic Peninsula of the 8th Apil, 1562, lm-l'l)een limitad by & previous
Artangement whereby the administrutive houndory between Turhey und Buypl was to
run in & #lraight line from Ras Mohammed (o Bl Arish, Thid view was, ua Loed Cromer
al cnee peinted out, eutirely erroncous and inadmissible, us the tolegram of the
rth Ail, 1892, had guperceded ull previons ariangements and neygotintions,

On the 17th Fobruary 1 recelved o concilintory message from the Bultan, in which
he stated that Monkbtar Pushe had declated Tabn Lo be s dependency of Akabin, and
the 'Curkish Commandant of the latter place had roporied thal 'I‘a{.h.'\_, as well an e
othier places whose oceupation we had complained of, were within fhe Ottomun
buundary; but os it was poesible that they might be mistoken on this point, Ifig
Imiperinl Majesty proposed o sond a Commission composed ol Ottomun officials
to make inyuirten on the spot, and if the result of their fnvestigation wero to cutablish
the faet that the places ccenpied by the Turhish iroops were inohuled in the
territory under the aldministration of Xgypt, orders wondd be gicon for them to le
evacuated, R

1 seut o reply to this message o the cffeet that if the Ottoman {roops were
srevivusly withdrawn fiom the plaees which we mnintnined wern exelusively under
{-2 yplian administrntion, and provided et (he Fayption Government weve alse
represented on the proposed Commission, 1 wouhl recommoend o Iy Majesty's Govern.
ment that, pending tie resuls of the inquiry, the places should not be oewpied by
Ewyptian (roaps. .

On the 10tk February I wos informed Ly the Minister for Woreign Affairs thal the
Sultan had sont telegraphic ordeis to Moukhtar Posha to proceed from Cniro o Akaba
to inquire into the boundary queation, [ demurred to the selestion of this offieer, and
]miute.d ont that the Commission must be o wixed one and the inguiry bilateral.
Tewfik Pasha 6aid he presmmed that this would be the cane, though he admitted that
nothing had been said i this sense v the Prlace, 1o added thet veders hind been sent
tu Akaba that the Fygyptian troops on the Tulawd of Faroun were wor (o be interfured
with, and asked the reasons for the prosenco of His Mujes{y™ ship » Dinun™ in the
Gult, 1 replicd that sho had been sent Lhere ws o precautioniney measure, and without
hostile inlention, and that there were no reasutn fur her withdrawal,

Byentually the Sultan, vecopnizing the validity of ove objections b the appeinheont
of Moukhtar I'asha, sent me a darther messge 1o eny that ha did wol question the
Arraugement oF the Rth Apzil, 1882, and that two nfficers from Constodinople wauld e
seut a6 Joint Commnissioners, und that the matler would by disewwsed ut a Council of
Miuinters which was to bo helil ot unee at the Palnee, L expressed sutistaction wt these
assurances, hut again jnisled on the withdranal of Lhe Turkish troops fram the places
in dispute as & necessary preliminary Lo the inguiry.

Two Staff Oflicers, appointed v net a8 Imperinl Dologates on the Roundary
Commi:sion, lctt Constantinoply for Alexundiin on the 20th Fobruary,  On esrival
at Cairo they lodged in Mouhltar Pasha's home, and hold no communiention with
?‘ny mC;llﬂ!el‘ of the Egyptiun Govcrument, or with Llis Majosty’s Agent sud Consal-

ieneral,

Acting on your Instructions, [ mnde represeniationn to the Urand Vigier, urging
thet the Turkish otficera should be authorized o negotinle al onge with the lgypisn
Governmeut,  Hix Highness, however, dinclaimed hnowledge of the istractions given
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Khedive with & request for explanations, To this message the Khedive replied, denying
thut there had been any trespass on Ottomau territory, aod urging that a Turkish
Congmlusloncr should he appointed to discuss the yuestion of a proper Jelimitation of
the l‘urgo-Eg.yptmn frontier, and endenvour to settle the malter with & Delegatv named
hy tI};hlbgé}:ttmn G(()Jvernment. =

e Qttornan Government rejected this proposal, and the Grand Vizier replied to
the ];hedn'e that the Sublime forte wouhllnoII: name n Delogate, as there lw.ns nu
question of frontier involied, but merely an encronchment on Otfoman territory, which
could not be tolerated. -

. The arrival of an Egg'ptinu gun-boat nt Talm, in the Gulf of Ahuba, where she
discharged some tents for the use of the Egyplinn troops in the neighbouring frontier
poats, led lo a fresh compluint from the Porte to this Embassy, and to the dispateh of
neverul telegrams to His Ilighuess the Whedive, demanding that Irypt shoull desist
from constructing posts, and should withdmaw the ship and her soldiers, Besides the
peremptory and even minatory tono of these messames, they were impnrtant. in that they
contained the assertion that the neighbonrhood of Akabn wns nnder the direct authovity
of Turkey and was not included in % privileged " Egyptian tarritory, und the statement
was rep_orted thnt._ as Egypt was itself an integral part of Turkey, there was no necessity
to appaint a frontier Commiszion, This assertion appeared to indicate the intention of
the Ottoman Government to disregard the provisiona of the Girand Vizier's telegram of
%1; S:h April, 1892, by which the aldministration of the Sinai Peninsula was confided to

ypt.

A message, however, which T received from the Sultan did not raise these points,
but merely sngfeated that the moment was unfavourablo for the discussion of the T'ureo-
Tgyplian frontler, und expressed the opinlon that it would be advisable to leave matters
in slelu quo, His Imperinl Majesty disclaimed all nggressive designs, and 1ecommended
the friendly discussion of any specific ground of compluint on either side,

At on interview with the Minister for Foroign Aflairs on the 28th Janvary ¥ tack
exception to the unbecuming and minatory tons of the communication recently addressed
to the Khedive by the Grand Vizier; and as 1 bnd just received news from Cairo of the
aotion of the Turkish troops in preventing the Egyplian coastzuard cruiser from landing
men at ‘'aba and in threntening fo fire on them, I mada very strong representations to
the Minister for Noroign Affnirs, and asked that orders be at oneo sout to the Comman-
dant of the Turkish troops at Akaba to nbstain from all interference with the Egyptian

0stA,

Tewfik Pasha said that he would lay the matier befors the Council of Alinisters, and
that he hoped the affair would be amieably and satisfactorily settled,

On two oceasions during the last days of January the question was broached at the
Fureign Office by the Turkish Ambassador, who ssked for the recall of the ship and the
troops sent uwnder Qolonel Bramly Bey to o place near Alaba, and insisted on the
objection of the Ottowman Government to any demureation of frontier between Egvpt
and other parts of the Ottoman Kmpire on the snmo grounds es those advanced by the
QGrand Vizier, Musurus Pashn was referred to the telegram of April 1892 addressed By
the Grand Vizier Lo the Khedive, maiulaining the status quo in the $inai Peninsula, and
to the negotintions preceding the dispateh of that telegram, whereby it was agreed that
the Government of Egypt should continue to be intrusted with the exclusive administra-
tion of that peninsnin up to a line drawn from El Arish to Akabu, It was essential that
that boundary should bo strictly defined, and His Majesty’s (fovernment trusted that the
Ottoman Government would agree to the immedinte appointment of & Joint Commission
to undertake its domarcation—a measure which recent events had proved to be urgenily
raquired.

In the meantime the Report of the Officer Communding the Egyptian troops nenr
Akabs had confirmed the continued occnpation of Taba by the Turkish iroops, and
contradicted n statement made to me some duys previously by the Minister for Foreign
Aftairs that an amieable arrangement had heen arrived at betweon the British Officer
Oomumanding the Egyplian lronll)s and the Turkish Commandant at Akaba. Musurus
Pash, in & comnruniention made to you on the Oth Febraary, had even gone further
than Tewlk Pasha, and had mainteined that the Egyptian officors bad recognized the
tight of the Tmperinl troops to oceupy Taba, When cnlling the Minister fur Foreign
Affairs’ ailentlon to this erroncous statement of the Tarkish Ainbassnder, I agnin
insisted on the immedinte nocessity of the Ottoman ironps being withdrawn from Taba,
whicl: was indigputably within Egyplisn temitory, and pointed out that their with.
;_irmz?l wis now n more immediately pressing measura than even the delimitation of the
Tontier,

[621] (o]
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I am to add thal Her Mnjesty s Government eannof admit that any oxisting
tervitorial rights or elaims nre in any degree affected by chunges which liove heen
introduced into the language of 1he Firman, or hy their aceoptance thereof,

T have heen instructed to address this note to your Excellenay, ns well as my note
of the 11th instant, in order tn place on official record the viow mnintained by Hor
Mujesty's Government throughoni the negobiations 1o yhich they have been a party on
this subjeet, and which have nuw heen brought to a close,

T Lave the honour to request that your Bxcellency will b so good ns to couse this
currespoudenee fo be published simultaneously with the publication of the Fivman and
of the telerram from his Fighness the Gend Vigier in the ** OMeial Jonrnal * of tha
Tgyptian tovernment,

T avadl, &e.
(Signed) B, BARING,

Sir E. Baring to Tryrane Pasha,
M. Ie Miuietre, Caira, dpril 11, 1802,

T liay i the Lonour to inform your Excellency that T have this morning recoived n
felegrum from Tler Majesty’s Amimssador nt Constantinuple, informing me that he kg
regpived o avfe verbale from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 18 Imperinl Mnjesty
the Sultnn, communicating to him offieially copies in Turkish of the Firman of Inves.
titure and of the telegram of the 8th instant sent by his Ilighnesa the Grand Vigier to
His Highnoss the Kliedive, relative to the administration of the Sinni Peninsnla,

1 avail, &u. -
(Signed) 13 BARING,

No. 2,
Siv N. O'Clonor to 8ir Bdvard Grey.—(Received Muy 14.)
Bir Cunstantinople, Muy 3, 1000,

'tHE presentation under your instructions of a note to the Sublime Parte,* voquiring
the imperial Ottoman Governmeut to comply within {en days with the demands of His
Msjesty’s Government for the evacuntion of Taba by the Turkish troopa and tho delimi-
tation of the Turco-Egyptian fruntier, denotes that the question hag now ronched an
acute stage in which &ere fa danger that the matter may pess out of the sphere of
diplomatic negotiationy,

At the present juneture [ think it would be well that [ should endenvour o reen-
pitulute, o vriefly as possible, the muin phases through which this t(uestign has passed
from il origin eurly in Jamuary to the breukdown of the negotiations s¢ Cairo betwoon
the Egyption Government and'the Imperinl Ottuman Guvernmont, owing to the uncom-
promising aititude ndepted by the Intter towards the proposals of the Khedive for rn
amicablo sattlement,

"The attention of His Majeuty’s Embassy was fist drawn olhcinlly to the question by
4 message X received on the 12th January from tha Sultan, couplaining that an English
ofticer, Bramly Bey, in command of u foree of Egyplian troops, had pitehed his cnnp at
8 place close to Akabn, on the Gaza Rond, and had envounced his intention of ereeting
a guard-house there aa well as nt other points within Turkish torritory, and [lis Imporial
Mujesty begged that [ would take steps to insure the withdrawal of ‘this forco from the
position which it had oceupied boyond the limits of Bayptian Lerritory.

The nction of the Ottomnn Government way un oubtedly due to the exngerated
reports roveived from Egylpt and from the Turlkish Commandant nt Akabn, which
repregented tho dispateh of Bramly Bay with n fow soldiars to inapect and oceupy
sume of {he positions on the Egyptinn ride of the Akaba-Fl Kafoh frontior, os
un eneroschment on Tarkish verritary, although I froquently oxplained fo the Portna thes
the object of this mission was to discuss in n {riondly manner with the local Turkish
nuthorities the exact position of cerialn places on the houndnzy which hiad never houn
accurnlely defined. .

A rimilar complaint wan nddressed hy the Grand Vizier to the Guvgrimnont of the

* Hen N, 8,
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Je suis heurcux d’égrn & méme de vous annoncer, M. le Ministve, (qu'effectivement,
b Ia dnte du 8 de co mois, son Altesse le Grand Vizir o transmis A Son Altesso la
Khédwq. par lo télégraphe, un Yradé de Su Majesté Tmpériale le Sultan, lui confiant,
comme & ses prédécesseurs, 'adminisiration de la Péninsule du Mont-Sinal.

Ceb Tradé, dont vous trouverez ci-joint copie, donne entidre satisfaction i Son
Altesw lo Xhédive, qui s’est empressé de faire parvenir i 8a Majesté Impérinle le
Sultan l'exp: de so gratitud

Veuillez, &e.

(Signé) TIGRANE.

L. (Translation.)
M.le .Mmmtre, . Cairo, April 13, 1642

I' have recoived the despoieh which you did me the honour to address me
on the 11th instant, transmitting a copy in Turkish, with a French trauslation, of
the Firman of Investiturs of His Highness the Khedive.

You are good enough, in pointing out that the pussnge relative to the Loundaries
of the Khedivate is not in accordance with thet contnined in the Imperial Firman of
the 16th Chaban, 1206, to inquire whether the Qovernment of the IKhedivo has
received from the Bublime Porto any explanations on this subjsct,

I am happy to be in a position to unnounce to you, M. le Ministre, that in cifect
on the 8th instani, His Highness the Grand Vizier transmitted to ITis Iighness the
Khedive, hy tcleqmph. an Iradé of His Imperinl Majesty the Sultan, intrusting to
him as to his predecessors the administration of the Peninsula of Mount Sinai.

This Trade, of which yon will find & copy herewith, gives entire satisfaction to
His Highness the Khedive, who at onoo conveyed tho exprossion of his gratitude to
His Imperial Mnjesty the Sultan,

I have, &eo.
{Bignod) TIGRANE.

8ir E, Baring lo Tigrane Pasha.
M. lo Ministre, Cairo, April 13, 1803,

I havo tho honour to acknowledge the recoipt of your Excellenoy’s note of to-day’s
date, in which, in,repl{ to mine of the 1lth instant, you communicate to me the
Turkish text and Froneh translation of a telegram addressed on the 8th instant by the
Grond Vizier of His Imporial Majesty the Suitan to His ILighness the Khedive,
informing Ifis Highness that, in so far zs the 8insi Peninsula is concerned, the sialus
quo is maintained, and that it will continuo to be administered by the Khedivate,

Your Excellenoy is aware that no alterstion can be made in the Firmans regu-
lating tho relalions between the Sublime Porte and Egypt without the consent of Her
Britannie Majesty's Government. Jt was on this acoount that T was instructed to
invito your Bxcelloncy’s attention to the insertion in the present Firmau of a defiuition
of boundaries which differed from that contained in the Firman issued to His Highness
the late Khedive, and which, if read by itself, appeared to imply that the Sinai
Peninsula would for the fuburo depend administratively, not on the Khedivate of
Egypt, bul vu the Vilayet of the Hedjaz,

l:.l‘lw tologram from the Grand Vizier, which your Excellency has dono me the
honour {o communioato to me, makes it cloar, howover, that the 8inai Peninsuln—
that ia to eny, the territory bounded to the cast by & line ranning in o south-easterly
direotion from a point o short distance to the east of El-Arish to the head of the Gult
of Aknba—is to continue to be administered by Egypt. The fort of Akuba, which
les to the oast of tho line in question, will thus form port of tho Vilayet of the

Hodjar.

]I[nz Majosty’s Government signified fo tho Sublime Porte somo weoks: ago,
throngh Her Majesty’s Ohargé d'Aflnircs at Constantinople, their willingneas to nssent
to this arrangement. .

TUndor these ciroumstances, I am instructed to declare that Her Britannic
Majesty's Government consant to the deflnition of boundaries coniained in the present
Firman, os supplemented, amended, and explained by the telegrmm of the 8th instant
from his Highness tho Grand Vizier, which they consider as snnexed to aud as
forming part of the Firman, and that they entertain no objection fo the official
promulgation of the Pirman, with the addition of the nhove-mentioned explanatory

telogram.
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Do méme, Aknba aujuurd’hui est égnlement aanexé uil dit vilayet, et, pout ce qui est
de Ia presqu'ile do Tor-Sinal, lo statu quo eat maintenu et elle sera administréde par le
Khédivat de In méme maniére qu'elle Gtadt administrée du temps do votre grand-pére,
Tsmail Pacha, ot de votre pére, Méhémet Thowfik Pacha.

(Translation.)

Telegram from His Highness the Grand Vizier lo His [lighness the Khedive,
dated April 8, 1892,

Your Highness is awarc thet His Majosty tho Sulian had authorized tho
presence at El-Wedjh, Muellah, Daba, and Ak_n.hn., on the Hgd;nn littoral, ay woll aa
at certain positions in tho Peninsula of Tor-Sinai, of a sufficient number of zaptichs
placed by the Bgyption Government, on account of tho passage of the Egyptian
Mghma! by lomd, .

As all these positions do not appear an the map of 1367 given to the late
Méhémet-Ali Pasba, and showin% the Egyptian frontiers, E}-Wedjh has, in con.
sequence, been recently hended back to the Vilayot of Hedjuz, h{ Iradé of His
Tuperial Majesty, as woll as the positions of Duba and Muellah, ~Akabn ulso is now
annexed to the snid vilayet, and, as regards tho Peninsula of Tor-Binud, the status
quo is maintnined, and it will be administered by the IChedivate in the same mauner
as it wos administered in the time of your grandinther, Ismnil Pashia, and of your
father, Méhémet Tewflk Pasha.

Sir E. Baring io ligrane Pasha.

M. lo Ministre, , Cairo, April 11, 1892,

1 have the honour to Incloson eopy of tha Turkish toxt of the Firman issued by
His Imperlal Majesty tho Snltan to His Highness tho Khodive, which has heen
communpicated by the Sublime Porte to Her Britauunio Mnjosty's Ambasador at
Constantinople, from whom I recoived it yestordsy. A French tramslation is also
annexed.

Your Excollency will cbserve that the prosent Hirman containe a passp
respecting the limita of Egypt which does uot occur in the Firmon jusued to His
Highness the Inte Khedive, Mehomet Thewfik Pasha, dated tho 19th Ohaban, 1208, In
the French translation of that dosument, His Imperial Majesty tho Sultan siates that
he intrnsts to the Khedive * lo Kliddivat d'Bgypte, tel qu'il so trouve formé par aes
anciennes limites et en comprenant lea territoires qui y ont ét6 annexés.” Tho present
Firmon states that “lo Xhédivat d’Hgypte, aveo lea anclenncs limites indiguées
dnns lo Firmen Tmpdrial en date du 2 Rabi-cl-Akhir, 1257, A 1., ainsi que sur In Oarte
annexds au dit Firman, ot les terriloires annexés en conformitd du Firman Tmpérisl on
date du 16 Zithidjé, 1281, o1, & 6t6 conffrd b tol.” :

1 am instrusted by Her Majesty's Principnl Becrotary of State for Foreign Affaiva
to draw your Excellenay's altention to this discropancy, and I am to roguost that you
will inform me officially whother any communication in oxplanation of it has heen
made to tho Egyptian Government by the Bublimoe Porta.

T-avail, &o.
(Signed) 1. BARING.

Tigrano Pusha to Sir E. Baring.

M. lo Ministra, Le Caire, 1o 18 _Avril, 1802,

J'ai ropu la dépdoho que vous m'aves fult Phonneur do m'adrosser,on date du 11
o co mois, pour me transmetire copio, on lungtio Turque, aveo sn traduction en Fran-
cals, du Firman C'Investiture de Son Altesso lo Khédive,

Vous voulez bien, en me signalant que lo pa rolatif aux limites du Khédivat
n'csi pas conforme d celui contonu dons lo Firman Impérial du 19 Chaban, 1206, me
demn_m:er si le Gouvernemont Khédivial a reu do 1n ‘Sublime Porte des cxplications b
oe snjet.
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‘Lho inerease of (o prosperity of Egypb and the consolidation of the seenrity and
of the trquillity of it< inlabitants, constituting in our eyes, the ubject of our highest
solleitude, wo issued, to attain this praiseworthy nim, an Imperial Firman dated
the 18th Chehan, 1206, which, while conferrinz on vour late father the Khedivate
of Egypt, deereed the following provisions :— ’

All the revenues of the Khedivate of Lgrpt shall he colleeted in my Imperial
name,  'The inhabitants of Egypt heing my subjects, und it being wulawful for them
as such to suffer ot any time the least oppression or arbitrary net, on this condition,
the _K_hmlu.'utc of Egypt, to which is intrusted the civil, finaneial, and judicial
administration of the eountry, shall Tave the power {o elaborate and establish, in a
manuer conformable with justice, all internal regulations and lnws neecssary in this
respect.

Tho Khedive shall he anthorized to conclude and to renew, without infringing
tho political Treaties of my Imperinl Government or its sovereipn rights over that
country, the Conventions with the Agents of foreign Powers for the customs and for
commeree, and for all transactions with forcigners concerning internal affairs, and
this with the nh{'ocl: of developing trade and industry and regulating tho policing of
foreigners and all thoir relations with the Government and the population.

These Conventions shall he communicated to my Suablime Porte before their
promulgation by the Khedive,

The Khedive shall hove the complets and eative disposal of' the financial affairs of
the country, but he shall not havo the right of comtracting Ioans, except in cases
where the regulation of the present finnneinl situation is exclusively concerned, and in
complete ogreement with its prasent ereditors or the delegates officially charged with
theiv interests,

The Khedivate shall not, un any pretest or for any motive, hand over to others,
whally or in part, tho priviloges zranted to Egypt, both those which are intrusted to
it, and those whieh form part of the vights inherent to tha Sovereign Power, or any
portéon of its territory, .

‘the Eeyptiun Administration shall be earetul to pay regularly the annual tribute
of £ 1. 760,000,

Monay shall be coined in Bgypt in my name.

In time of pence, 18,000 troops ara sufBeient for the internal protection of Egypt.
This numbur must not bo exceeded. lowever, as the Egyptian land and sea forces
ure also required for the service of ny Government, should the Snblime Porte be at
war, thoir number can be increased as considered desirable.

The eolours of the land and sen forces und the badges of the different grades of
officers shall bo tho same as those of my armics.

The Khedive shall have the right (o confer on military and navel officers rank up
to that of Colonel inclusively, nnd in the civil employment mnk up to that of Sagjeh ™
inclusively.

The Khedive shull not, us in the past, build iron-clads without the express
permission of my Governmont: . .

It shall bo your daty to see that the plove conditions shall be strietly carried out,
and that nothing shail be done vontrary to them. .

In view of the entire fulfilment of the above-mentioned provisions, my present
Impoerial Firman, adorned with my Imperial antograph, has heen issued and sent.

The 27tk Chaban, 1809,

Télégramme de son Altesse le Grand Vizir & Son Allesse Ie Knédive, en date du
8§ Avril, 1802,

(Traduction.) . o : .

1hest & ln connaissanes do votro Altesse que 8a Mujesté lo Sultan avait antorisé
In présenco & El-Wedjh, Muollali, Daln, et Akaba, sur le littoral dn Fedjaz, ainsi que
dans cortaines loealités de o presquile do Tor-Sinai, d’un nombre " suffisant “ds
saptiehs placéds par lo Gouvernement Figyptien, i eauso du passago du Mahinal
Egypticn par vaio de terre. N L.

Comme tonles ves localités ne figurent poing sur la Carle de 1257 remise & frn

© Méhémet-Ali Pacha et indiquant les frontidres Egyptiennes, El-Wedjh a, par consd-

uent, fait dernidrement retour au Vilayel de lHedjaz, par' Iradé do Sa Maiests
mpél:lnh-. comnme lui ont fait retonr dernidrement les ln::alités de Dabn ot Mueilah.
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e Khédive sera autorisé 3 conclure of i renouvelor, sans porer aiteinte pua
Traités politiques de mon Gouvernement Impérinl ni i ses droits souveraing sur e
pays, les Conventions avee les Agents des Puissances '(1t1'|u srew pout les Dounnes ot lo
commerce, ot pour toules les tmnsaclions avec les étrangers concomtnt les ‘affajres
intéricures, et coln dans le but de dévolopper lo comnnioreo cb Vindustrie ¢l de régler la
police des étrangers et tous lonrs rapports nvee lo Gouvernement eb In population,

Ces Conventious seront communiguées i ma Sublime Porte avant Inur promulga-
tion par le Khadive. .

e Khédfve aura la disposition compléfo et entidre dus nffaives financidros du pays,
mals il n'pura nullement lo droit de contraster des emprunts, sauf pour ee qui coneerne
exclusivement le rdglement do In situation finuncidre présente eb en parfait aeeord
avec sen présents eréanciers on los déléguds chargds oflleiciloment de lours intérdts,

Le Khédivat no snurn, sous anenu prétoxio ni motif, abandonner & d'anires, on
tout ou en partie, ler priviléges accordds i I'Bgypte et qui lui sonk confiés, et gui
font partie des droits inhérents au Pouvoir Souvernin, ni auoune partic du lewitoire,

L' Administration Bgyptienne aura soin de payer régulidranent le teibut annuel do
£ T. 760,000 .

La monnaie sora {rappéo en Egypto en mon now,

En temps de paix, 18,000 lommes de troupes suflsent pour ln garde intérieure
de YEgypte. Ce chillre ne doit pas Otre dépassd,  Cepondunt, comme oy furces
Epyptiennes de terro et de mev sont destindes aussi nu sprvice do mon Gouvernsment,
dons lo cas od 1o Sublime Porto se trouvernit engagée duns unv guorre, lour chifire
pourra &tro augmenté daus e proportion jugés convenable.

Les drapoousx des forcos de terro ob do mer ot los Insignes des diftéronts grades
des offloicra seront les mémes quo cenx de mes armées. '

Le Khédive aura le droit do conféror: aux officicrs de torre ot do mor, jusqu'au

de de Colonol inclusivement, et aux emplois elvils, jusqu'an grade do “Sanioh "
clusivemont.

Le Xhédivo ne pourra, comme par lo passé, construiro des hitimonts blindds sans
P'autorisatlon expresss do mon Gouvernement.

Tu veilloras uu strict mnintion des conditions qui préeddent of & co qu'il n'wreive
rien do contralre.

En vue do.l'accomplissomont intégral des dispositions ci-dessus mentionndes, mon
présent Firman Impérial, orné de mon nutographe Tmpérial, a 6t6 rondu ot envoyé,

Le 27 Choban, 1800,

(Lranslation.)

. 'PE1T8 moruing, at 10 o’cleck, took place ot (ho Aldine Palace, with the customary
ceremonial, the solemn rending of the Tmperinl Firman of Investiture of flis Dighness
the Khedive Abbas Hilmi,

Imperial Firman of Inveatiture uddressed to His Highness Abbas Hilmi Pushe,

(Tronslation.)

... To my enlightonod Visier, Abbas Hilmi Posha, esliod to the Khedivato of ]'}L?pt
with the high vank of *S¢daret,” decorated with my Imperial Ordors of the Medjidich
in brillisnts and of the first class of the Osmaniel, muy the All-Lowor[ul perpetunle
his splendour, &e.

y the deorecs of Providencs, the Khedivo Mcohomel Wewflk Fasha, Leing
flecenstd, the Khedivate of Eﬁypt, with tho nnolont Loundaries indiested in the
Lmperiol Firmon of the 2ud Rtebisul-Alkhir, 1267, A, as wol) oa on tho map annexed
10 the spid IMirman and the torritorios annexed in confurmitly with the Imperinl
Flrmun of the 16th Zilhidgé, 1281, A, hus boen conferred on you, in virluo of my
Imperinl Iradé of the 7th Djemuai-ul-Akhiv, 1508, as 0 prool of my gront goodwill,
ond having regard to your sorvices, your uprighiness, and” your loyalty, as woll to my
person as to the interests of my Empire, and fo your knowludge respooling the gor.erl
stato of Lgypt; and to your known enpacity for the regulation nud smeliotation of the
affairs of the administration of Jigypl; 1o you, the oldest som of the Inln Khedive, in
necordnue_e with th_a rule estallished by the Imperinl Pirman of the L2th Moharrem,
1283, which establighes tho transmisslon of the hedivale by order of primogeniture,
from oldest son to eh'est aon.
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Correspondence vespecting the Turco-Egyptian Frontier in
the Sinai Peninsula,

No. 1,
8ir E, Baring to the Marquess of Sulishury.—(Received April 26).

(Extract.) Cairo, April 14, 1802,

TIEH Khedive's investiture took place this morning at the Abdin anlnce:

I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of & special number of the
« Officinl Journal * publislied to-day reporting the investiture, and giving the text of
the Firmon and of the lclegram from the Grand Vizier. This journal also publishes
the notes which, in acoordsnee with your instructions, I addressed to the Hgyptian
QGovernment on the subject of the Firman and telegram. :

I have sent a copy of this special number of the *Qficial Journal” to Her
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople,

Inclosure in No. 1,
Supplement to the Eyyplian * Journal Qffficiel™ of April 14, 1502,

CE matin, & 10 hourey, o ¢u llou, au Pulnis d'Abdine, avee lo cérémoninl arrété,
kbll)nutg{gal solennclle du Firman Lmpérinl d'investiture de Son Altesse lo Khédive
ng ILilmi,

Firman Impdrial d'Investiture advesse & Son Altesse Abbas Hilmi Pacha.

(Traduction.) .

A mon Vizir_éolaird, Abbas Hilmi Pacha, appelé au Khédivat d'Bgypte avec la
bout rang de * Séderot,” décoré do mes Ordres Impérisux du Medjidieh en brillants ct
do la premidro olasse do 1'Osmanich, que le Tout-Puissant perpétue sa splendeur, &o.

Par suito des déovets de lo Providence, 1o Khédive, Méhémet Thewfik Pacha,
Gtant déedidé, le Khédivat 'Bgypte, aveo les anclennes limites indiquées dans le Firman
Impérial cn dale du 2 Rebi-ul-Akhir, 1267, .1, ninsi sur la_curte annexde an dit
TPirman ot les tetritoiros annexds on conformitd du Firmon Impérial en dute du
16 Zilhidg6, 1281, A.1x., & 618 conférd & {oi, en vertu de mon Iradé Impérinl en date
du 7 Djémazl-ul-Akhir, 1300, commo témoignage de ma hauto bienveillance, et eu
¢gard b tos servioes, & tn droiture, ob & fo loyauté, tant i ma persouno qu'aux intéréts
do mon Lrpiro, eb & tes conunissances por rapporb & Uétut géndral de 'Bgypte; et &
ta capacilé recounuo pour le rdglement ot Pamélioration des nifaires do U'adminiatration
de 1’ xptu; A Loi qui est I'nind du défunt Khédive, conformément i ln régle établie
par 1ukfliirmun Tmpérial du 12 Mobarrem, 1288, qui tablitla transmizsion du Khédivat
pur ordro de primogéniture, de fils aind en fils ainé,

L'neerolssoment do In propérité do 1'Bgypto ct 1a consolidation de ln sdeurité ot
do la {ranquillits do ses habitants constituant, & nos yeux, lobjet de notre plus haute
sollicitudo, noun avions rendu, pour niteindre co but louable, un Firmen Im; érinl_ on
date du 10 Chabun, 1290, qui, tout on conférant & ton défunt pére le Khédivat
d'Egypte, déorolait lea dispositions suivonion: .

"Poug los revenus du Khédival d'Egyple scront pergus en mon nom Impérinl, Les
linbitants de 1'Egy[)lo ¢lunt mes sujets, et ne devant, commo tels, Aubir en aueun temps
lu moindre appression ni ueto arbitraire, X colte condition, lo Khédivat d’Egypte, auquel
est conliée I'administration civilo, fnancidre, et judiciaire du pays, aura la facultd
d’élaborer of d'élablly, d'une manidre conformo @ la justico, tous reglements et lois
int6ricurs néeessnires d cot égard,

lee1) B2
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